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Sunday, August 31, 2014
Matins
Divine Liturgy
Choir Rehearsal
Wednesday, September 3, 2014
Vespers
Adult Education Class
Saturday, September 6, 2014
Great Vespers

Myrrh Streaming Icon
Myrhh Streaming Hawaiian Iveron Icon of the Theotokos will be brought to St. George Orthodox Church in Phoenix, August
30- September 1st. For more info call 602-953-1921, or visit website, www.stgeorgeaz.org

Adult Education Class
Adult education following Wednesday service, studying "The Life of Moses" by St. Gregory of Nyssa. A brilliant Church
Father's guide to the meaning and goal of virtuous life.

Back Yard
For the time being the back yard where construction is being done is off limits to children. Parents please keep children in
the fellowship hall and courtyard.

Church School
Church School begins Sunday, September 7th. Children should arrive at 9:15am. Please see the website
prescottorthodox.org for more information.

Nathan Rehm’s Wedding
Thank you to all who helped set up for and sing at Nathan Rehm's wedding.

Gyro Booth
The Gyro Booth is this weekend! Please make sure and sign up for a few shifts!

Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross
For the upcoming Feast of the Exaltation of the Cross, on September 14th, on the Eve of the Feast, which is a Saturday night,
we will make our way up to Flagstaff to celebrate Great Vespers with our sister mission, Holy Cross. A reception will follow
the service.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, August 31, 2014—12th Sunday of Matthew
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's
First Letter to the Hebrews 9:1-7

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 19:1626

BRETHREN, the first covenant had regulations for
worship and an earthly sanctuary. For a tent was
prepared, the outer one, in which were the lampstand
and the table and the bread of the Presence; it is
called the Holy Place. Behind the second curtain
stood a tent called the Holy of Holies, having the
golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant
covered on all sides with gold, which contained a
golden urn holding the manna, and Aaron's rod that
budded, and the tables of the covenant; above it
were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy
seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail.
These preparations having thus been made, the
priests go continually into the outer tent, performing
their ritual duties; but into the second only the high
priest goes, and he but once a year, and not without
taking blood which he offers for himself and for the
errors of the people.

At that time, a young man came up to Jesus,
kneeling and saying, "Good Teacher, what good
deed must I do, to have eternal life?" And he said to
him, "Why do you call me good? One there is who is
good. If you would enter life, keep the
commandments." He said to him, "Which?" And
Jesus said, "You shall not kill, You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false
witness, Honor your father and mother, and You shall
love your neighbor as yourself." The young man said
to him, "All these I have observed; what do I still
lack?" Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go,
sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you
will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."
When the young man heard this he went away
sorrowful; for he had great possessions.
And Jesus said to his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, it
will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of
heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to
enter the kingdom of God." When the disciples heard
this they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then
can be saved?" But Jesus looked at them and said to
them, "With men this is impossible, but with God all
things are possible."

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen and Lisa.

The Placing of the Honorable Sash of the Most Holy Theotokos (August 31)
Although the historical accounts differ somewhat, the Deposition that is celebrated today took
place most likely during the reign of Emperor Arcadius (395-408), when the precious Cincture
of the Mother of God was brought from Zela of Cappadocia to Constantinople, and placed in
the Church of the Theotokos in the section of Chalcopratia.

For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Jordan Lunsford, Joseph Peck and Benjamin Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Rosella Spahn and Dominic Frate.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the
New Testament Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and
attributed to St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St.
Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services
are attributed to these three saints because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people,
caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf
of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament
developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the
reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the
communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The
apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in
the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he
will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends
down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the
unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those
Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy
Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal,
and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May
the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell
with Thy Godly power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven
did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ, Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer,
Great Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR THE NATIVITY OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
By thy holy nativity, O pure one, Joachim and Anna were delivered from the reproach of barrenness; and
Adam and Eve were delivered from the corruption of death; thy people do celebrate it, having been saved
from the stain of iniquity, crying unto thee: The barren doth give birth to the Theotokos, who nourisheth our
life.

Ecclesiastical New Year (September 1)
For the maintenance of their armed forces, the Roman emperors
decreed that their subjects in every district should be taxed every
year. This same decree was reissued every fifteen years, since the
Roman soldiers were obliged to serve for fifteen years. At the end of
each fifteen-year period, an assessment was made of what economic
changes had taken place, and a new tax was decreed, which was to
be paid over the span of the fifteen years. This imperial decree, which
was issued before the season of winter, was named Indictio, that is,
Definiton, or Order. This name was adopted by the emperors in
Constantinople also. At other times, the latter also used the term
Epinemisis, that is, Distribution (Dianome). It is commonly held that
Saint Constantine the Great introduced the Indiction decrees in A.D.
312, after he beheld the sign of the Cross in heaven and vanquished
Maxentius and was proclaimed Emperor in the West. Some, however
(and this seems more likely), ascribe the institution of the Indiction to
Augustus Caesar, three years before the birth of Christ. Those who hold this view offer as proof the
papal bull issued in A.D. 781 which is dated thus: Anno IV, Indictionis LIII -that is, the fourth year of
the fifty-third Indiction. From this, we can deduce the aforementioned year (3 B.C.) by multiplying
the fifty-two complete Indictions by the number of years in each (15), and adding the three years of
the fifty-third Indiction. There are three types of Indictions: 1) That which was introduced in the
West, and which is called Imperial, or Caesarean, or Constantinian, and which begins on the 24th
of September; 2) The so-called Papal Indiction, which begins on the 1st of January; and 3) The
Constantinopolitan, which was adopted by the Patriarchs of that city after the fall of the Eastern
Empire in 1453. This Indiction is indicated in their own hand on the decrees they issue, without the
numeration of the fifteen years. This Indiction begins on the 1st of September and is observed with
special ceremony in the Church. Since the completion of each year takes place, as it were, with the
harvest and gathering of the crops into storehouses, and we begin anew from henceforth the
sowing of seed in the earth for the production of future crops, September is considered the
beginning of the New Year. The Church also keeps festival this day, beseeching God for fair
weather, seasonable rains, and an abundance of the fruits of the earth. The Holy Scriptures (Lev.
23:24-5 and Num. 29:1-2) also testify that the people of Israel celebrated the feast of the Blowing of
the Trumpets on this day, offering hymns of thanksgiving. In addition to all the aforesaid, on this
feast we also commemorate our Saviour's entry into the synagogue in Nazareth, where He was
given the book of the Prophet Esaias to read, and He opened it and found the place where it is
written, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, for which cause He hath anointed Me..." (Luke 4:16 -30).
It should be noted that to the present day, the Church has always celebrated the beginning of the
New Year on September 1. This was the custom in Constantinople until its fall in 1453 and in
Russia until the reign of Peter I. September 1 is still festively celebrated as the New Year at the
Patriarchate of Constantinople; among the Jews also the New Year, although reckoned according to
a moveable calendar, usually falls in September. The service of the Menaion for January 1 is for
our Lord's Circumcision and for the memorial of Saint Basil the Great, without any mention of its
being the beginning of a new year.

