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Sunday, November 16, 2014
Matins
Bible Lesson
Divine Liturgy
Annual Parish Meeting
Tuesday, November 18, 2014
Reading of First Hour—Brief Bible Study
Wednesday, November 19, 2014
Class on the Life of Moses
Thursday, November 20, 2014
Reading of the Third Hour—Brief Bible Study
Vesperal Liturgy for the Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple
Saturday, November 22, 2014
Great Vespers (NEW TIME!)
Annual Meeting

Thank you to all who helped organize, as well as attended, the annual meeting.

November Akathist Service
The Akathist was mistakenly scheduled on Thanksgiving Day. This was an error on the calendar and it will be moved to the
first week of December.

Nativity Fast
Remember that the Nativity Fast began on November 15th. Fish, wine and oil are permitted on most days, excepting Fridays
and Wednesdays.

Acker Night
A quartet from St. George, under Jonathan McNeeley’s direction, will be singing hymns of the Church, and traditional folk
hymns on Acker Night. More details will be forthcoming.

Thanksgiving Food Baskets
Today we will be assembling the dry-goods in the food baskets for Thanksgiving.

Stewardship
Today we will hear some brief testimonies regarding Stewardship.
If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, November 16, 2014—Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Romans 10:11-21; 11:1-2
BRETHREN, the scripture says, "No one who
believes in him will be put to shame." For there is no
distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is
Lord of all and bestows his riches upon all who call
upon him. For, "every one who calls upon the name
of the Lord will be saved." But how are men to call
upon him in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher?
And how can men preach unless they are sent? As it
is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach good news!" But they have not all obeyed the
gospel; for Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what
he has heard from us?" So faith comes from what is
heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of
Christ. But I ask, have they not heard? Indeed they
have; for "Their voice has gone out to all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world." Again I ask,
did Israel not understand? First Moses says, "I will
make you jealous of those who are not a nation; with
a foolish nation I will make you angry." Then Isaiah is
so bold as to say, "I have been found by those who
did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who
did not ask for me." But of Israel he says, "All day
long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and
contrary people." I ask, then, has God rejected his
people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a
descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew.

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 9:9-13
At that time, as Jesus passed on from there, he saw
a man called Matthew sitting at the tax office; and he
said to him, "Follow me." And he rose and followed
him.
And as he sat at table in the house, behold, many tax
collectors and sinners came and sat down with Jesus
and his disciples. And when the Pharisees saw this,
they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat
with tax collectors and sinners?" But when he heard
it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick. Go and learn what
this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance."

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa,
Emma Grace Findley, Mark and Jeannie Panos.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Jordan Lunsford, Joseph Peck and Benjamin Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.

Matthew the Apostle & Evangelist (November 16)
This Apostle, who was also called Levi, was the son of Alphaeus and had Galilee as
his homeland. A publican before being called by Christ, he became one of the
Twelve Apostles, and an Evangelist. While still in Palestine, he wrote his Gospel first
in Hebrew, being also the first of all to write the Gospel. When he is depicted in
icons, there is portrayed next to him the likeness of a man, one of the symbolic living
creatures mentioned by Ezekiel (1.10), which, as Saint Irenaeus writes, is a symbol
of our Saviour's Incarnation.

And the newly departed Rita Dennett, sister of Anna Marie Kontonis.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New
Testament Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to
St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos,
Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three
saints because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true
wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of
the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are
hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one
great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire
body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the
Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from
heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my
flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the
Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who
continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things,
for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for
those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy
Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and
please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord
richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and
the soldiers who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby.
Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to
Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. MATTHEW THE EVANGELIST IN TONE THREE
O holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew, intercede with the merciful God, to grant our souls forgiveness of sins.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF ENTRANCE OF THE THEOTOKOS IN TONE FOUR
The all-pure temple of the Savior, the most precious bridal chamber and Virgin, the treasure-house of the glory of
God, today enters the Temple of the Lord, bringing with her the grace which is in the divine Spirit: whom also the
angels of God do celebrate in song; for she is the heavenly tabernacle.

Gregory the Wonderworker & Bishop of Neo-Caesarea (November 17)
Saint Gregory was born in Neocaesarea of Pontus to parents who were not
Christians. He studied in Athens, in Alexandria, in Beirut, and finally for five years in
Caesarea of Palestine under Origen, by whom he was also instructed in the Faith of
Christ. Then, in the year 240, he became bishop of his own city, wherein he found
only seventeen Christians. By the time the Saint reposed about the year 265, there
were only seventeen unbelievers left there. Virtually the whole duration of his
episcopacy was a time of continual, marvellous wonders worked by him. Because of
this, he received the surname "Wonderworker"; even the enemies of the truth called
him a second Moses (see Saint Basil the Great's On the Holy Spirit, ch. 29).

The Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple (November 21)
According to the tradition of the Church, the Theotokos was brought to the Temple at
three years of age, where she was consecrated to God and spent her days until she
was fourteen or fifteen years old; and then, as a mature maiden, by the common
counsel of the priests (since her parents had reposed some three years before), she
was betrothed to Joseph.

"Do you fast? Give me proof of it by your works! If you see a poor man, take pity on him! If you see an enemy,
be reconciled to him! If you see a friend gaining honour envy him not! If you see a beautiful woman, pass her
by! For let not the mouth only fast, but also the eye, and the ear, and the feet, and the hands, and all the
members of our bodies. Let the hands fast, by being pure from pillaging and avarice. Let the feet fast, by
ceasing from running to hateful theatres and along the pathways of sin. Let the eyes fast, being taught never
to fix themselves rudely upon handsome countenances, or to busy themselves with strange beauties. For
looking is the food of the eyes, but if this be such as is unlawful or forbidden, it mars the fast; and upsets the
whole safety of the soul; but if it be lawful and safe, it adorns fasting. For it would be among things the most
absurd to abstain from lawful food because of the fast, but with the eyes to touch even what is forbidden."
— St. John Chrysostom

