This Week at St. George
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Sunday, November 30, 2014
Matins
Bible Lesson
Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour Class
Tuesday, December 2, 2014
Reading of First Hour—Brief Bible Study
Complete Sets for St. Nicholas Play
Wednesday, December 3, 2014
Rehearsal for St. Nicholas Play
Vespers—Followed by Class on the Life of Moses
Friday, December 5, 2014
Vespers for St. Nicholas—Followed by Supper for Children
Dress Rehearsal for St. Nicholas Play
Saturday, December 6, 2014
St. Nicholas Community Event
Performance of “A Boy Named Nick”—Followed by Crafts and Refreshments
Prescott Courthouse Lighting—No Vespers
Coffee Hour Class

There will be a Coffee Hour Class today after liturgy.

St. Nicholas Day
The St. Nicholas Day events will take place this Saturday, December 6th at 3:30pm. Learn how the legend of St. Nicholas
truly began. There will be a performance of “A Boy Named Nick” followed by crafts and refreshments. The public is invited
to attend this free holiday event! If you are available to volunteer, please see Carrisa Maxwell or Father Jeffrey. Carrisa has a
list of items needed before the event as well.

Upcoming Akathist Service
Mark your calendars! The next Akathist to the Theotokos the Inexhaustible Cup will be Thursday, December 11th at 5:30pm.

Nativity Decorating
Thank you to all who helped decorate the Church for the Nativity on Saturday.

Acker Night
A quartet from St. George, under Jonathan McNeeley’s direction, will be singing hymns of the Church, and traditional folk
hymns on Acker Night. Come see us at the Firehouse Plaza on December 12th beginning at 7:30pm.

Stewardship Packets
Stewardship packets are available in the Narthex so please remember to pick one up (one per family please).

2014 Parish Christmas Card
We are putting together our annual Parish Christmas Card. If you would like your name to be included on the card, please
see Anne Lunsford in the bookstore. A $20 per family donation is requested.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, November 30, 2014—25th Sunday after Pentecost
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Corinthians 4:9-16
Brethren, God has exhibited us Apostles as last of
all, like men sentenced to death; because we have
become a spectacle to the world, to angels and to
men. We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise
in Christ. We are weak, but you are strong. You are
held in honor, but we in disrepute. To the present
hour we hunger and thirst, we are ill-clad and
buffeted and homeless, and we labor, working with
our own hands. When reviled, we bless; when
persecuted, we endure; when slandered, we try to
conciliate; we have become, and are now, as the
refuse of the world, the off-scouring of all things. I do
not write this to make you ashamed, but to admonish
you as my beloved children. For though you have
countless guides in Christ, you do not have many
fathers. For I became your father in Christ Jesus
through the Gospel. I urge you, then, be imitators of
me.

The Gospel Reading is from John 1:35-51
At that time John was standing with two of his
disciples; and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” The two disciples
heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. Jesus
turned, and saw them following, and said to them,
“What do you seek?” And they said to Him,
“Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where art Thou
staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They
came and saw where He was staying; and they
stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour. One of the two who heard John speak, and
followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.
He first found his brother Simon, and said to him,
“We have found the Messiah” (which means Christ).
He brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and
said, “So you are Simon the son of Jonah? You shall
be called Cephas” (which means Peter). The next
day, Jesus decided to go to Galilee. And He found
Philip and said to him, “Follow Me.” Now Philip was
from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip
found Nathaniel, and said to him, “We have found
Him of Whom Moses in the Law and also the
Prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of
Joseph.” Nathaniel said to him, “Can anything good
come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come
and see.” Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and
said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is
no guile!” Nathaniel said to Him, “How do you know
me?” Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you,
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
Nathaniel answered Him, “Rabbi, Thou art the Son of
God! Thou art the King of Israel!” Jesus answered
him, “Because I said to you, I saw you under the fig
tree, do you believe? You shall see greater things
than these.” And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, you will see heaven opened, and the angels of
God ascending and descending upon the Son of
man.”

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa,
Emma Grace Findley, Mark and Jeannie Panos.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Jordan Lunsford, Joseph Peck and Benjamin Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.

Andrew the First- Called Apostle (November 30)
This Saint was from Bethsaida of Galilee; he was the son of Jonas and the brother of
Peter, the chief of the Apostles. He had first been a disciple of John the Baptist;
afterwards, on hearing the Baptist's witness concerning Jesus, when he pointed Him
out with his finger and said, "Behold the Lamb of God, Which taketh away the sin of the
world" (John 1.29,36), he straightway followed Christ, and became His first disciple;
wherefore he is called the First-called of the Apostles. After the Ascension of the
Saviour, he preached in various lands; and having suffered many things for His Name's
sake, he died in Patras of Achaia, where he was crucified on a cross in the shape of an
"X," the first letter of "Christ" in Greek; this cross is also the symbol of Saint Andrew.

And the newly departed Rita Dennett, sister of Anna Marie Kontonis.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New
Testament Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to
St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos,
Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three
saints because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true
wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of
the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are
hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one
great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire
body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the
Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from
heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my
flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the
Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who
continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things,
for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for
those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy
Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and
please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord
richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that
Thou might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. ANDREW THE APOSTLE IN TONE FOUR
Since thou art, O Andrew, the first‑called of the Apostles and brother of the leader, intercede with the Master of all
that he may grant peace to the world and Great Mercy to our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF PREPARATION OF CHRIST’S NATIVITY IN TONE THREE
Today the Virgin cometh to the cave where she will give birth in an ineffable manner to the Word Who is before all
the ages. Rejoice, therefore, O universe, when thou hearest it heralded: Glorify Him, with the angels and the
shepherds, Who chose to be seen as a new-born babe, the God Who is before all the ages.

Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra (December 6)
This Saint lived during the reign of Saint Constantine the Great, and
reposed in 330, As a young man, he desired to espouse the solitary
life. He made a pilgrimage to the holy city Jerusalem, where he
found a place to withdraw to devote himself to prayer. It was made
known to him, however, that this was not the will of God for him, but
that he should return to his homeland to be a cause of salvation for
many. He returned to Myra, and was ordained bishop. He became
known for his abundant mercy, providing for the poor and needy,
and delivering those who had been unjustly accused. No less was
he known for his zeal for the truth. He was present at the First
Ecumenical Council of the 318 Fathers at Nicaea in 325; upon
hearing the blasphemies that Arius brazenly uttered against the Son
of God, Saint Nicholas struck him on the face. Since the canons of
the Church forbid the clergy to strike any man at all, his fellow
bishops were in perplexity what disciplinary action was to be taken
against this hierarch whom all revered. In the night our Lord Jesus
Christ and our Lady Theotokos appeared to certain of the bishops,
informing them that no action was to be taken against him, since he
had acted not out of passion, but extreme love and piety. The
Dismissal Hymn for holy hierarchs, The truth of things hath revealed
thee to thy flock ... was written originally for Saint Nicholas. He is the
patron of all travelers, and of sea-farers in particular; he is one of the best known and best loved Saints of all
time.

"Do you fast? Give me proof of it by your works! If you see a poor man, take pity on him! If you see an enemy,
be reconciled to him! If you see a friend gaining honour envy him not! If you see a beautiful woman, pass her
by! For let not the mouth only fast, but also the eye, and the ear, and the feet, and the hands, and all the
members of our bodies. Let the hands fast, by being pure from pillaging and avarice. Let the feet fast, by
ceasing from running to hateful theatres and along the pathways of sin. Let the eyes fast, being taught never
to fix themselves rudely upon handsome countenances, or to busy themselves with strange beauties. For
looking is the food of the eyes, but if this be such as is unlawful or forbidden, it mars the fast; and upsets the
whole safety of the soul; but if it be lawful and safe, it adorns fasting. For it would be among things the most
absurd to abstain from lawful food because of the fast, but with the eyes to touch even what is forbidden."
— St. John Chrysostom

