This Week at St. George
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Sunday, January 18, 2015
Matins
Bible Lesson
Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, January 20, 2015
Reading of First Hour—Brief Bible Study
Iconography Group @ Fr Jeffrey’s House (1168 Country Club Dr.)
Wednesday, January 21, 2015
Vespers
Class on the Life of Moses
Thursday, January 22, 2015
Reading of Third Hour—Brief Bible Study
Saturday, January 24, 2015
Great Vespers
Welcome

Welcome to the youth from the Church of the Assumption!

Memorial Service
There will be a Memorial Service today following Liturgy for the Newly Departed Valentina, Mother of Natalia.

Home Blessings
Please see Father Jeffrey or sign the sign up sheet to schedule a time to have your home blessed during Theophany season.

Stewardship
We still haven’t received everyone’s stewardship commitment cards for 2015. Please submit them ASAP.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, January 18, 2015—12th Sunday of Luke
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Hebrews 13:7-16
Brethren, remember your leaders, those who spoke
to you the word of God; consider the outcome of their
lives, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and for ever. Do not be led
away by diverse and strange teachings; for it is well
that the heart be strengthened by grace, not by
foods, which have not benefited their adherents. We
have an altar from which those who serve the tent
have no right to eat. For the bodies of those animals
whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the
camp. So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in
order to sanctify the people through his own blood.
Therefore let us go forth to him outside the camp and
bear the abuse he endured. For here we have no
lasting city, but we seek the city which is to come.
Through him then let us continually offer up a
sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that
acknowledge his name. Do not neglect to do good
and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God.

The Gospel Reading is from Luke 17:12-19
At that time, as Jesus entered a village, He was met
by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up
their voices and said: "Jesus, Master, have mercy on
us." When He saw them He said to them, "Go and
show yourselves to the priests." And as they went
they were cleansed. Then one of them, when he saw
that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a
loud voice; and he fell on his face at Jesus's feet,
giving Him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. Then
said Jesus: "Were not ten cleansed? Where are the
nine? Was no one found to return and give praise to
God except this foreigner?" And He said to him:
"Rise and go your way; your faith has made you
well."

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa,
Emma Grace Findley, Mark and Jeannie Panos and Alisha Lunsford.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Benjamin Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Rita Dennett, sister of Anna Marie Kontonis.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of
Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints
because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and
discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since
it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in
structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest
and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful,
even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of
Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to
receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion
of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the
ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ,
granting to the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF SS. ATHANASIUS AND CYRIL IN TONE THREE
With work of Orthodoxy, ye shone forth and extinguished wicked opinion, becoming triumphant and clothed with
victory. And having enriched all with true worship, and adorned the Church with great adornment, Athanasius and
wise Cyril, ye worthily found Christ God, granting to all, through your prayers, the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms,
and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art
the Lover of mankind.

Mark, Bishop of Ephesus (January 19)
The great teacher and invincible defender of the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church, Saint Mark, was the offspring and scion of the imperial city,
Constantinople. Reared by most pious parents, and instructed in secular and
spiritual wisdom, he became preeminent in both. Saint Mark lived as an ascetic on
the Prince's Islands and later in the monastery of Saint George Magana in
Constantinople. He passed through all the degrees of the priesthood, and was
finally advanced to the dignity of Archbishop and the lofty throne of the Metropolis
of Ephesus. At the insistence of Emperor John Paleologos, the Saint was sent to
the council of the Latins in Florence, to unite the churches that had been divided
for so many years. He astounded the papal teachers with the divine wisdom of his
words, and was the only one who did not sign the blasphemous decree of that
false council. Because of this, the Holy Church of Christ has ever honored this
great man as a benefactor, teacher, sole defender, and invincible champion of the
Apostolic Confession. He reposed in 1443.
Righteous Euthymius the Great (January 20)
This Saint, who was from Melitene in Armenia, was the son of pious parents
named Paul and Dionysia. He was born about 377. Since his mother had
been barren, he was named Euthymius-which means "good cheer" or "joy"for this is what his parents experienced at his birth. He studied under
Eutroius, the Bishop of Melitene, by whom he was ordained and entrusted
with the care of the monasteries of Melitene. Then, after he had come to
Palestine about the year 406, he became the leader of a multitude of monks.
Through him, a great tribe of Arabs was turned to piety, when he healed the
ailing son of their leader Aspebetos. Aspebetos was baptized with all his
people; he took the Christian name of Peter, and was later consecrated
Bishop for his tribe, being called "Bishop of the Tents." Saint Euthymius also
fought against the Nestorians, Eutychians, and Manichaeans. When Eudocia,
the widow of Saint Theodosius the Younger, had made her dwelling in
Palestine, and had fallen into the heresy of the Monophysites which was
championed in Palestine by a certain Theodosius, she sent envoys to Saint Symeon the Stylite in Syria
(see Sept. 1), asking him his opinion of Eutyches and the Council of Chalcedon which had condemned
him; Saint Symeon, praising the holiness and Orthodoxy of Saint Euthymius near whom she dwelt, sent
her to him to be delivered from her error (the holy Empress Eudocia is commemorated Aug. 13). He
became the divine oracle of the Church, or rather, "the vessel of divine utterance," as a certain historian
writes. He was the instructor and elder of Saint Sabbas the Sanctified. Having lived for ninety -six years,
he reposed in 473, on January 20.
Maximus the Confessor (January 21)
The divine Maximus, who was from Constantinople, sprang from an illustrious
family. He was a lover of wisdom and an eminent theologian. At first, he was the
chief private secretary of the Emperor Heraclius and his grandson Constans. When
the Monothelite heresy became predominant in the royal court, out of hatred for
this error the Saint departed for the Monastery at Chrysopolis (Scutari), of which he
later became the abbot. When Constans tried to constrain him either to accept the
Monothelite teaching, or to stop speaking and writing against it - neither of which
the Saint accepted to do - his tongue was uprooted and his right hand was cut off,
and he was sent into exile where he reposed in 662. At the time only he and his
few disciples were Orthodox in the East.

