This Week at St. George
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Sunday, January 25, 2015
Matins
Bible Lesson
Divine Liturgy
Choir Rehearsal
Tuesday, January 27, 2015
Reading of First Hour—Brief Bible Study
Wednesday, January 28, 2015
Class Introduction—Wounded by Love by St. Porphyrios
Thursday, January 22, 2015
Reading of Third Hour—Brief Bible Study
Vesperal Liturgy for the Three Hierarchs (Potluck to Follow)
Saturday, January 24, 2015
Great Vespers
Next Week’s Schedule

Next Sunday, February 1st we will have Great Vespers for the Feast on Meeting following coffee hour and on Monday,
February 2nd we have Orthos at 8:00AM with Divine Liturgy following at 9:00AM.

Bible Studay
This week on Wednesday evening we will introduce the book “Wounded by Love” by St. Porphyrios. If you don’t have the
book feel free to come anyway, since this first week we are primarily interested in presenting an overview of the life of Elder
Porphyrios and a general scope of his work.

Home Blessings
Please see Father Jeffrey or sign the sign up sheet to schedule a time to have your home blessed during Theophany season.

Stewardship
We still haven’t received everyone’s stewardship commitment cards for 2015. Please submit them ASAP.

High School and College Students
On Friday, February 6th, Fr. Jeffrey is planning to host an event for the High School and College students of St. George at his
home. Since it is the Friday of a fast-free week, barbeque will be provided. A Socratic-style discussion will be had regarding
Great Lent.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
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The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Hebrews 7:26-28; 8:1-2
Brethren, it was fitting that we should have such a
high priest, holy, blameless, unstained, separated
from sinners, exalted above the heavens. He has no
need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily,
first for his own sins and then for those of the people;
he did this once for all when he offered up himself.
Indeed, the law appoints men in their weakness as
high priests, but the word of the oath, which came
later than the law, appoints a Son who has been
made perfect for ever. Now the point in what we are
saying is this: we have such a high priest, one who is
seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in heaven, a minister in the sanctuary and the true
tent which is set up not by man but by the Lord.

The Gospel Reading is from Luke 19:1-10
At that time, Jesus entered Jericho and was passing
through. And there was a man named Zacchaios; he
was a chief collector, and rich. And he sought to see
who Jesus was, but could not, on account of the
crowd, because he was small of stature. So he ran
on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see
him, for he was to pass that way. And when Jesus
came to the place, he looked up and said to him,
"Zacchaios, make haste and come down; for I must
stay at your house today." So he made haste and
came down, and received him joyfully. And when
they saw it they all murmured, "He has gone in to be
the guest of a man who is a sinner." And Zacchaios
stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of
my goods I give to the poor; and if I have defrauded
any one of anything, I restore it fourfold." And Jesus
said to him, "Today salvation has come to this house,
since he also is a son of Abraham. For the Son of
man came to seek and to save the lost."

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa,
Emma Grace Findley, Mark and Jeannie Panos and Alisha Lunsford.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Benjamin Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Rita Dennett, sister of Anna Marie Kontonis.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of
Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints
because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and
discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since
it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in
structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest
and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful,
even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of
Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to
receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion
of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou
might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GREGORY THE THEOLOGIAN IN TONE ONE
The pastoral psalter of thy discourse in theology triumphed over the trumpets of orators and overcame it; for having
sought the depth of the Spirit, there was also vouchsafed to thee excellence of speech, O Father Gregory. Wherefore,
intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms,
and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art
the Lover of mankind.

Gregory the Theologian, Archbishop of Constantinople (January 25)
This great Father and Teacher of the Church was born in 329 in
Arianzus, a village of the second district of Cappadocia, not far from
Nazianzus. His father, who later became Bishop of Nazianzus, was
named Gregory (commemorated Jan. 1), and his mother was named
Nonna (Aug. 5); both are among the Saints, and so are his brother
Caesarius (Mar. 9) and his sister Gorgona (Feb. 23). At first he studied in
Caesarea of Palestine, then in Alexandria, and finally in Athens. As he
was sailing from Alexandria to Athens, a violent sea storm put in peril not
only his life but also his salvation, since he had not yet been baptized.
With tears and fervour he besought God to spare him, vowing to dedicate
his whole self to Him, and the tempest gave way to calm. At Athens Saint
Gregory was later joined by Saint Basil the Great, whom he already
knew; but now their acquaintanceship grew into a lifelong brotherly love.
Another fellow student of theirs in Athens was the young Prince Julian,
who later as Emperor was called the Apostate because he denied Christ
and did all in his power to restore paganism. Even in Athens, before
Julian had thrown off the mask of piety; Saint Gregory saw what an
unsettled mind he had, and said, "What an evil the Roman State is
nourishing" (Orat. V, 24, PG 35:693).
After their studies at Athens, Gregory became Basil's fellow ascetic, living the monastic life together with him
for a time in the hermitages of Pontus. His father ordained him presbyter of the Church of Nazianzus, and
Saint Basil consecrated him Bishop of Sasima (or Zansima), which was in the archdiocese of Caesarea. This
consecration was a source of great sorrow to Gregory, and a cause of misunderstanding between him and
Basil; but his love for Basil remained unchanged, as can be plainly seen from his Funeral Oration on Saint
Basil (Orat. XLIII).
About the Year 379, Saint Gregory came to the assistance of the Church of Constantinople, which had
already been troubled for forty years by the Arians; by his supremely wise words and many labours he freed
it from the corruption of heresy, and was elected Archbishop of that city by the Second Ecumenical Council,
which assembled there in 381, and condemned Macedonius, Archbishop of Constantinople, the enemy of the
Holy Spirit. When Saint Gregory came to Constantinople, the Arians had taken all the churches and he was
forced to serve in a house chapel dedicated to Saint Anastasia the Martyr. From there he began to preach
his famous five sermons on the Trinity, called the Triadica. When he left Constantinople two years later, the
Arians did not have one church left to them in the city. Saint Meletius of Antioch (see Feb. 12), who was
presiding over the Second Ecumenical Council, died in the course of it, and Saint Gregory was chosen in his
stead; there he distinguished himself in his expositions of dogmatic theology.
Having governed the Church until 382, he delivered his farewell speech - the Syntacterion, in which he
demonstrated the Divinity of the Son - before 150 bishops and the Emperor Theodosius the Great; in this
speech he requested, and received from all, permission to retire from the see of Constantinople. He returned
to Nazianzus, where he lived to the end of his life, and reposed in the Lord in 391, having lived some sixty two years.
His extant writings, both prose and poems in every type of metre, demonstrate his lofty eloquence and his
wondrous breadth of learning. In the beauty of his writings, he is considered to have surpassed the Greek
writers of antiquity, and because of his God-inspired theological thought, he received the surname
"Theologian." Although he is sometimes called Gregory of Nazianzus, this title belongs properly to his father;
he himself is known by the Church only as Gregory the Theologian. He is especially called "Trinitarian
Theologian," since in virtually every homily he refers to the Trinity and the one essence and nature of the
Godhead. Hence, Alexius Anthorus dedicated the following verses to him:
Like an unwandering star beaming with splendour,
Thou bringest us by mystic teachings, O Father,
To the Trinity's sunlike illumination,
O mouth breathing with fire, Gregory most mighty.

