This Week at St. George
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Sunday, February 1, 2015
Matins
Bible Lesson
Divine Liturgy
Monday, February 2, 2015
Feast of the Presentation of our Lord—Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, February 4, 2015
Daily Vespers
Parish Council Meeting
Friday, February 6, 2015
High School & College Student Dinner and Discussion at Fr Jeffrey’s House
Saturday, February 7, 2015
Great Vespers

Fasting
This week is a fast-free week. Before the fast begins we are reminded that fasting can’t save us. As you eat your
cheeseburger for lunch on Wednesday, remember the Publican’s tears.

Metropolitan Gerasimos
Metropolitan Gerasimos will be serving Forgiveness Vespers at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix on Sunday, February 22nd.
If anyone would like to attend but is in need of transportation, see Father Jeffrey.

Calendars
Calendars for February are available in the Narthex.

Stewardship
We still haven’t received everyone’s stewardship commitment cards for 2015. Please submit them ASAP.

High School and College Students
On Friday, February 6th, Fr. Jeffrey is planning to host an event for the High School and College students of St. George at his
home. Since it is the Friday of a fast-free week, barbeque will be provided. A Socratic-style discussion will be had regarding
Great Lent.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, February 1, 2015—Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee:
Triodion Begins Today—Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Romans 8:28-39
Brethren, we know that in everything God works for
good with those who love him, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. And those whom he
predestined he also called; and those whom he
called he also justified; and those whom he justified
he also glorified.
What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who
is against us? He who did not spare his own Son but
gave him up for us all, will he not also give us all
things with him? Who shall bring any charge against
God's elect? It is God who justifies; who is to
condemn? Is it Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was
raised from the dead, who is at the right hand of God,
who indeed intercedes for us? Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? As it is written, "For thy sake we are being
killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to
be slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more
than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am
sure that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Gospel Reading is from Luke 18:10-14
The Lord said this parable, "Two men went up into
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a
tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus
with himself, 'God, I thank you that I am not like other
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this
tax collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all
that I get.' But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat
his breast, saying, 'God, be merciful to me a sinner!' I
tell you, this man went down to his house justified
rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted."

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa,
Emma Grace Findley, Mark and Jeannie Panos and Alisha Lunsford.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Benjamin Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Rita Dennett, sister of Anna Marie Kontonis.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament Church.
We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome.
Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because
they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment,
and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the
bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly
witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus
Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest
child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in
the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live
forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it
is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and
wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note
that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and
fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all
after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next
door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the
third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of life.
Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the lover of
mankind.
APOLYTIKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION IN TONE ONE
The Heavens’ choir looked down from the vaults of the Heavens, and gazing on the earth, they beheld with
amazement the First-born of all creation brought forth as a suckling babe to the Temple by a pure and virginal
mother; and with us, they now do sing a hymn for the Forefeast, astonished and full of awe.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF THE FOREFEAST OF THE PRESENTATION IN TONE FOUR
On this day in purest thought with hearts embrace Him as in arms receive the Lord, as He maketh now His sojourn, O ye
the faithful and bring to Him in songs your offerings of pre-festal praises.

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee: Triodion Begins Today
(February 1)
The Pharisees were an ancient and outstanding sect among the Jews
known for their diligent observance of the outward matters of the Law.
Although, according to the word of our Lord, they "did all their works
to be seen of men" (Matt. 23:5), and were hypocrites (ibid. 23: 13, 14,
15, etc.), because of the apparent holiness of their lives they were
thought by all to be righteous, and separate from others, which is what
the name Pharisee means. On the other hand, Publicans, collectors of
the royal taxes, committed many injustices and extortions for filthy
lucre's sake, and all held them to be sinners and unjust. It was
therefore according to common opinion that the Lord Jesus in His
parable signified a virtuous person by a Pharisee, and a sinner by a
Publican, to teach His disciples the harm of pride and the profit of
humble-mindedness.
Since the chief weapon for virtue is humility, and the greatest
hindrance to it is pride, the divine Fathers have set these three weeks before the Forty -day Fast as a
preparation for the spiritual struggles of virtue. This present week they have called Harbinger, since it
declares that the Fast is approaching; and they set humility as the foundation for all our spiritual labors
by appointing that the parable of the Publican and the Pharisee be read today, even before the Fast
begins, to teach, through the vaunting of the Pharisee, that the foul smoke of self -esteem and the
stench of boasting drives away the grace of the Spirit, strips man of all his virtue, and casts him into
the pits of Hades; and, through the repentance and contrite prayer of the Publican, that humility
confers upon the sinner forgiveness of all his wicked deeds and raises him up to the greatest heights.
All foods are allowed the week that follows this Sunday.
The Presentation of Our Lord and Savior in the Temple (February 2)
When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary's forty days of
purification had been fulfilled, she took her first-born Son to
Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after His birth, that she might
present Him in the temple according to the Law of Moses, which
teaches that every first-born male child be dedicated to God, and
also that she might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle -doves or two
young pigeons, as required by the Law (Luke 2:22-24; Exod. 13:2;
Lev. 12:6-8). On this same day, a just and devout man, the greatly
aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by the
Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting the salvation
of God, and he had been informed by divine revelation that he would
not die until he beheld the Lord's Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him
at that time and took Him up into his aged arms, he gave glory to
God, singing: "Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace, O
Master. . ." And he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully,
since he had seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the
Glory of Israel (Luke 2:25-32). From ancient times, the Holy Church
has retained this tradition of the churching of the mother and newborn child on the fortieth day and of the reading of prayers of purification.
The Apodosis of the Feast of the Meeting in the Temple is usually on the 9th of February. This,
however, may vary if the Feast falls within the period of the Triodion. Should this occur, the Typicon
should be consulted for specific information concerning the Apodosis of the Feast.

