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Sunday, March 22, 2015
Matins
Bible Lesson
Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, March 24, 2015
Great Vespers with Litya (blessing of loaves, wheat, wine and oil)
for the Feast of Annunciation
Wednesday, March 25, 2015
Orthros
Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Annunciation
Thursday, March 26, 2015
Iconography Group at Fr. Jeffrey’s Home
Friday, March 27, 2015
Salutations to the Theotokos
Saturday, March 28, 2015
Church Wide Clean Up (in preparation for Pascha)
Great Vespers
Fr. Matthew Baker

Thank you to all who contributed funds for the support of Fr. Matthew Baker’s wife and children. We raised $1,365!

Project Mexico
Please consider donating funds for the Project Mexico trip. The cost of registration, which is due by March 31st, $1,960 for
four people. We will also need an estimated $500 for travel expenses and incidentals. The total amount required is $2,460.
Thanks to your donations, and the support of the church, we have so far acquired $910. We still need $1,550.

Feast of the Annunciation
The Feast of the Annunciation is coming up next week. (Great Vespers on Tuesday, March 24th at 6PM. Orthros and Liturgy
Wednesday, March 25th beginning at 8AM.) Please make time in your schedules to attend this great feast of the church.

Confession
Please remember to take time during this holy fast to attend confession.

Church Wide Clean-Up
Church wide clean-up will take place on Saturday, March 28th at 10AM in preparation for Holy Week and Pascha.

Iconography Group
Iconography Group will be meeting this Thursday, the 26th, at 6pm at Fr. Jeffrey’s house.
If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, March 22, 2015—Sunday of St. John Climacus
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Hebrews 6:13-20
BRETHREN, when God made a promise to
Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to
swear, he swore to himself, saying, "Surely I will
bless you and multiply you." And thus Abraham,
having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men
indeed swear by a greater than themselves, and in all
their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So
when God desired to show more convincingly to the
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of
his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that
through two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible that God should prove false, we who have
fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to
seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure
and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters
into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus
has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having
become a high priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.

The Gospel Reading is from Mark 9:17-31
At that time, a man came to Jesus kneeling and
saying: "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has
a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes him it dashes
him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it
out, and they were not able." And he answered them,
"O faithless generation, how long am I to be with
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to
me." And they brought the boy to him; and when the
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and
he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the
mouth. And Jesus asked his father, "How long has he
had this?" And he said, "From childhood. And it has
often cast him into the fire and into the water, to
destroy him; but if you can do anything, have pity on
us and help us." And Jesus said to him, "If you can!
All things are possible to him who believes."
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said,
"I believe; help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw
that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, "You dumb and deaf spirit,
I command you, come out of him, and never enter
him again." And after crying out and convulsing him
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse;
so that most of them said, "He is dead." But Jesus
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.
And when he had entered the house, his disciples
asked him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?"
And he said to them, "This kind cannot be driven out
by anything but prayer and fasting." They went on
from there and passed through Galilee. And he would
not have any one know it; for he was teaching his
disciples, saying to them, "The Son of man will be
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him;
and when he is killed, after three days he will rise."

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark
and Jeannie Panos, Alisha Lunsford and Kelli Mellema.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers and Joseph Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.

Sunday of St. John Climacus (March 22)
The memory of this Saint is celebrated on March 30, where his biography may be
found. He is celebrated today because his book, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, is a
sure guide to the ascetic life, written by a great man of prayer experienced in all forms
of the monastic polity; it teaches the seeker after salvation how to lay a sound
foundation for his struggles, how to detect and war against each of the passions, how
to avoid the snares laid by the demons, and how to rise from the rudimental virtues to
the heights of Godlike love and humility. It is held in such high esteem that it is
universally read in its entirety in monasteries during the Great Fast.

And the newly departed Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy and Kayla Mueller.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of
Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints
because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and
discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since
it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in
structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest
and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful,
even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of
Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to
receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion
of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE EIGHT
From the heights Thou didst descend, O compassionate One, and Thou didst submit to the three-day burial, that Thou
might deliver us from passion; Thou art our life and our Resurrection, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. JOHN CLIMACUS IN TONE EIGHT
The barren wilderness thou didst make fertile with the streams of thy tears; and by thy deep sighing thou hast given
fruit through thy struggles a hundredfold. Accordingly, thou hast become a star for the universe, sparkling with
miracles. Therefore, O righteous Father John Climacus, intercede with Christ God to save our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR THE ANNUNCIATION (AND GREAT LENT) IN TONE EIGHT
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from terror; but
as thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and
deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

Annunciation of the Theotokos (March 25)
Six months after John the Forerunner's conception,
the Archangel Gabriel was sent by God to Nazareth, a town of Galilee, unto
Mary the Virgin, who had come forth from the Temple a mature maiden (see
Nov. 21). According to the tradition handed down by the Fathers, she had
been betrothed to Joseph four months. On coming to Joseph's house, the
Archangel declared: "Rejoice, thou Full of Grace, the Lord is with thee:
blessed art thou among women." After some consideration, and turmoil of
soul, and fear because of this greeting, the Virgin, when she had finally
obtained full assurance concerning God's unsearchable condescension and
the ineffable dispensation that was to take place through her, and believing
that all things are possible to the Most High, answered in humility: "Behold the
handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word." And at this, the
Holy Spirit came upon her, and the power of the Most High overshadowed her
all-blameless womb, and the Son and Word of God, Who existed before the
ages, was conceived past speech and understanding, and became flesh in
her immaculate body (Luke 1:26-38).
Bearing in her womb the Uncontainable One, the blessed Virgin went with haste from Nazareth to the hill
country of Judea, where Zacharias had his dwelling; for she desired to find Elizabeth her kinswoman and rejoice
together with her, because, as she had learned from the Archangel, Elizabeth had conceived in her old age.
Furthermore, she wished to tell her of the great things that the Mighty One had been well-pleased to bring to
pass in her, and she greeted Elizabeth and drew nigh to her. When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, she felt her
six-month-old babe, Saint John the Baptist, prophesied of the dawning of the spiritual Sun. Immediately, the
aged Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and recognized her as the Mother of her Lord, and with a great
voice blessed her and the Fruit that she held within herself. The Virgin also, moved by a supernatural rejoicing
in the spirit, glorified her God and Savior, saying: "My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in
God my Saviour," and the rest, as the divine Luke hath recorded (1:39-55)
5th Thursday of Lent: The Great Canon of Saint Andrew of Crete
(March 26)
This most compunctionate Canon-which is truly great not only because of the
quantity of Troparia as compared with other canons, but also because of the
multitude of mystical thoughts and insights-is the excellent composition of Saint
Andrew of Crete (see July 4). Examining the entire history of the Holy Scriptures,
both Old and New, and artistically fitting it together into one sacred song, this
divine Father incites every soul to imitate the good and to flee from evil, and to
return to God by means of repentance.

