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The Epistle Reading is from Acts of the
Apostles 5:12-20
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Sunday, April 19, 2015
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Pascha Picnic Immediately Following Liturgy
Wednesday, April 22, 2015
Great Vespers w/ Litya
Community Feast Immediately Following
Thursday, April 23, 2015
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Saturday, April 25, 2015
Great Vespers

Pascha Picnic
The Annual Pascha Picnic is today immediately following Liturgy. We hope you’ll attend! Visitors are welcome.

St. George Day
This week is also our Patronal Feast Day. Invite your friends to celebrate George the Great Martyr with us! We will celebrate
on Wednesday, April 22nd with Great Vespers beginning at 5:30pm followed by a community feast.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

IN THOSE DAYS, many signs and wonders were
done among the people by the hands of the apostles.
And they were all together in Solomon's Portico.
None of the rest dared join them, but the people held
them in high honor. And more than ever believers
were added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and
women, so that they even carried out the sick into the
streets, and laid them on beds and pallets, that as
Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some
of them. The people also gathered from the towns
around Jerusalem, bringing the sick and those
afflicted with unclean spirits, and they were all
healed. But the high priest rose up and all who were
with him, that is, the party of the Sadducees, and
filled with jealousy they arrested the apostles and put
them in the common prison. But at night an angel of
the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them
out and said, "Go and stand in the temple and speak
to the people all the words of this Life."

The Gospel Reading is from John 20:19-31
On the evening of that day, the first day of the week,
the doors being shut where the disciples were for
fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them
and said to them: "Peace be with you." When He had
said this, He showed them His hands and His side.
Then the disciples were glad when they saw the
Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, even so I send you." And
when He had said this, He breathed on them, and
said to them: "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the
sins of any, they are retained."
Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was
not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him: "We have seen the Lord." But he
said to them: "Unless I see in His hands the print of
the nails, and place my finger in the mark of the nails,
and place my hand in His side, I will not believe."
Eight days later, His disciples were again in the
house, and Thomas was with them. The doors were
shut, but Jesus came and stood among them, and
said: "Peace be with you." Then He said to Thomas,
"Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out
your hand, and place it in my side; do not be
faithless, but believing." Thomas answered Him, "My
Lord and my God!" Jesus said to Him: "Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet believe."
Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of
the disciples, which are not written in this book; but
these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you
may have life in His name.

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark
and Jeannie Panos, Alisha Lunsford and Kelli Mellema.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers and Joseph Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy and Kayla Mueller.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the
birth of the New Testament Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the
fourth century and attributed to St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified
Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people",
and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because they were in every sense of
the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not
afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was
in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are
hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows
from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs
throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our
worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the
Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread
he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is
food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the
Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God
who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making
these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that
Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with
prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread
(antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the
Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with
us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!
APOLYTIKION FOR THOMAS SUNDAY IN TONE SEVEN
While the tomb was sealed, Thou didst shine forth from it, O Life. While the doors were closed, Thou
didst come in to Thy Disciples, O Christ God, Resurrection of all, renewing in us through them an
upright spirit, according to the greatness of Thy mercy.
KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades; and
Thou didst rise victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the ointment‑bearing women: Rejoice! And
Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples, O Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had fallen.

Thomas Sunday (April 19)
Though the doors were shut at the dwelling where the disciples
were gathered for fear of the Jews on the evening of the Sunday
after the Passover, our Saviour wondrously entered and stood in
their midst, and greeted them with His customary words, "Peace
be unto you." Then He showed unto them His hands and feet and
side; furthermore, in their presence, He took some fish and a
honeycomb and ate before them, and thus assured them of His
bodily Resurrection. But Thomas, who was not then present with
the others, did not believe their testimony concerning Christ's
Resurrection, but said in a decisive manner, "Except I shall see in
His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of
the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe."
Wherefore after eight days, that is, on this day, when the disciples
were again gathered together and Thomas was with them, the
Lord Jesus came while the doors were shut, as He did formerly.
Standing in their midst, He said, "Peace be unto you"; then He said
to Thomas, "Bring hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and bring hither thy hand, and thrust it into
My side: and be not unbelieving, but believing."
And Thomas, beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master, cried out with
faith, "My Lord and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed the two natures - human and divine - of the
God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29).
This day is called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in opposition to Pascha")
because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church consecrates every Sunday of the
year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection.
George the Great Martyr & Triumphant (April 23)
George, this truly great and glorious Martyr of Christ, was born of a
father from Cappadocia and a mother from Palestine. Being a military
tribune, or chiliarch (that is, a commander of a thousand troops), he was
illustrious in battle and highly honoured for his courage. When he learned
that the Emperor Diocletian was preparing a persecution of the
Christians, Saint George presented himself publicly before the Emperor
and denounced him. When threats and promises could not move him
from his steadfast confession, he was put to unheard-of tortures, which
he endured with great bravery, overcoming them by his faith and love
towards Christ. By the wondrous signs that took place in his contest, he
guided many to the knowledge of the truth, including Queen Alexandra,
wife of Diocletian, and was finally beheaded in 296 in Nicomedia.
His sacred remains were taken by his servant from Nicomedia to Palestine, to a town called Lydda,
the homeland of his mother, and then were finally transferred to the church which was raised up in
his name. (The translation of the Saint's holy relics to the church in Lydda is commemorated on
November 3; Saint Alexandra the Queen, on April 21.)

