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Orthros
Divine Liturgy
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Great Vespers

No Vespers on Wednesday
Father Jeffrey will be attending the Clergy Laity Conference in California this week. There will be no Vespers service on
Wednesday.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

The Epistle Reading is from Acts of the
Apostles 6:1-7

The Gospel Reading is from Mark 15:43-47;
16:1-8

IN THOSE DAYS, when the disciples were
increasing in number, the Hellenists murmured
against the Hebrews because their widows were
neglected in the daily distribution. And the twelve
summoned the body of the disciples and said, "it is
not right that we should give up preaching the word
of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out
from among you seven men of good repute, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint to
this duty. But we will devote ourselves to prayer and
to the ministry of the word." And what they said
pleased the whole multitude, and they chose
Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and
Philip, and Prochoros, and Nicanor, and Timon, and
Parmenas, and Nicolaos, a proselyte of Antioch.
These they set before the apostles, and they prayed
and laid their hands upon them. And the word of God
increased; and the number of the disciples multiplied
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests
were obedient to the faith.

At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected
member of the council, who was also himself looking
for the kingdom of God, took courage and went to
Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus. And Pilate
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning
the centurion, he asked him whether he was already
dead. And when he learned from the centurion that
he was dead, he granted the body to Joseph. And he
bought a linen shroud, and taking him down,
wrapped him in the linen shroud, and laid him in a
tomb which had been hewn out of the rock; and he
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where
he was laid.
And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, bought
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And
very early on the first day of the week they went to
the tomb when the sun had risen. And they were
saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone
for us from the door of the tomb?" And looking up,
they saw that the stone was rolled back; for it was
very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young
man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe;
and they were amazed. And he said to them, "Do not
be amazed; you seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was
crucified. He has risen, he is not here; see the place
where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and
Peter that he is going before you to Galilee; there you
will see him, as he told you." And they went out and
fled from the tomb; for trembling and astonishment
had come upon them; and they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.

PRAYER LIST
Matthew Bricker, Greg, Lauren and family, Aiden and Alyssa, Vanessa Bricker, Nathan Bricker, Kathy,
Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark
and Jeannie Panos, Alisha Lunsford and Kelli Mellema.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers and Joseph Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy and Kayla Mueller.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! The
Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament Church. We are
liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil
the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of
the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because they were in every sense of the word
champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and
on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament
developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the
grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs
throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to
commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which
came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the
world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of
the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously
sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy,
the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the
blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine
Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine
Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE TWO
When Thou didst submit Thyself unto death, O Thou deathless and immortal One, then Thou didst destroy hell with Thy Godly
power. And when Thou didst raise the dead from beneath the earth, all the powers of Heaven did cry aloud unto Thee: O Christ,
Thou giver of life, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF JOSEPH OF ARIMATHEA IN TONE TWO
The pious Joseph, having brought down Thy pure body from the Tree, wrapped it in fine linen, embalmed it with ointment,
provided for it, and laid it in a new tomb. But Thou didst verily rise after three days, O Lord, granting the world Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF MYRRH-BEARING WOMEN IN TONE TWO
Verily, the angel came to the tomb and said to the ointment-bearing women, the ointment is meet for the dead, but Christ is
shown to be remote from corruption. But cry ye: The Lord is risen, granting the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE EIGHT
O Immortal One, when Thou didst descend into the tomb, Thou didst destroy the power of Hades; and Thou didst rise
victorious, O Christ God. Thou hast said to the ointment‑bearing women: Rejoice! And Thou gavest peace to Thy Disciples,
O Bestower of Resurrection to those Who had fallen.

Sunday of the Myrrh-Bearing Women (April 26)
About the beginning of His thirty-second year, when the Lord Jesus was
going throughout Galilee, preaching and working miracles, many women
who had received of His beneficence left their own homeland and from
then on followed after Him. They ministered unto Him out of their own
possessions, even until His crucifixion and entombment; and afterwards,
neither losing faith in Him after His death, nor fearing the wrath of the
Jewish rulers, they came to the sepulchre, bearing the myrrh-oils they
had prepared to annoint His body. It is because of the myrrh-oils, that
these God-loving women brought to the tomb of Jesus that they are
called the Myrrh-bearers. Of those whose names are known are the
following: first of all, the most holy Virgin Mary, who in Matthew 27:56
and Mark 15:40 is called "the mother of James and Joses" (these are the
sons of Joseph by a previous marriage, and she was therefore their step
-mother); Mary Magdalene (celebrated July 22); Mary, the wife of Clopas; Joanna, wife of Chouza, a
steward of Herod Antipas; Salome, the mother of the sons of Zebedee, Mary and Martha, the sisters
of Lazarus; and Susanna. As for the names of the rest of them, the evangelists have kept silence
(Matt 27:55-56; 28:1-10. Mark 15:40-41. Luke 8:1-3; 23:55-24:11, 22-24. John 19:25; 20:11-18. Acts
1:14).
Together with them we celebrate also the secret disciples of the Saviour, Joseph and Nicodemus. Of
these, Nicodemus was probably a Jerusalemite, a prominent leader among the Jews and of the
order of the Pharisees, learned in the Law and instructed in the Holy Scriptures. He had believed in
Christ when, at the beginning of our Saviour's preaching of salvation, he came to Him by night.
Furthermore, he brought some one hundred pounds of myrrh-oils and an aromatic mixture of aloes
and spices out of reverence and love for the divine Teacher (John 19:39). Joseph, who was from the
city of Arimathea, was a wealthy and noble man, and one of the counsellors who were in Jerusalem.
He went boldly unto Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus, and together with Nicodemus he gave
Him burial. Since time did not permit the preparation of another tomb, he placed the Lord's body in
his own tomb which was hewn out of rock, as the Evangelist says (Matt. 27:60).
Basil the Holy Martyr Bishop of Amasea (April 26)
This Saint was Bishop of Amasia in Pontus, in the days of Licinius
(reigned 308-324), fellow Emperor and brother-in-law of Saint
Constantine the Great. Licinius' wife Constantia, sister of Saint
Constantine, had as handmaid a virgin named Glaphyra. When it
became known that Licinius had conceived a sinful desire for her.
Constantia secretly sent Glaphyra away to the East. Coming to
Amasia, she took refuge with Saint Basileus. When Licinius learned
of this, he furiously commanded that both be brought before him.
When the soldiers came for them, however, Saint Glaphyra had
already departed to the Lord; she is also commemorated this day.
Saint Basileus was taken alone to Nicomedia, where he was
beheaded. His body was cast into the sea, but through divine
revelation was found again and brought back to Amasia.

