This Week at St. George
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Sunday, July 26, 2015
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Thursday, July 30, 2015
Vespers
Church School Meeting (NOTE DATE & TIME CHANGE!)
Saturday, August 1, 2015
Great Vespers
Church School (NOTE DATE & TIME CHANGE!)

There will be a meeting for Church School Teachers and Volunteers on Thursday, July 30th at 7pm. If you are a teacher, or
would like to volunteer occasionally as a substitute it is imperative that you attend this meeting.

Stewardship Updates
We have 37 stewards currently supporting the church financially for a total of $89,635 with $50,140 paid to date. If you are
not a steward and would like to become one please see Gina Clark (mobile - 650 773-3973). Thank you to all of our stewards
who have pledged support to St. George - your time, talents and financial support of our community is greatly appreciated.

Holiday Craft Fair
Some of us have been discussing ways to invite people to St. George as a part of outreach including hosting at Holiday Craft
Fair in the Church Hall in November or December. If you are interesting in helping out with the craft fair please see Gina
Clark (mobile - 650 773-3973). If we have enough interest from the parish on making crafts and organizing the event we will
move forward.

Why Do We Fast Before Dormition?
"In a close-knit family, word that its matriarch is on her deathbed brings normal life to a halt. Otherwise important things
(parties, TV, luxuries, personal desires) become unimportant; life comes to revolve around the dying matriarch. It is the same
with the Orthodox family; word that our matriarch is on her deathbed, could not (or at least should not) have any different
effect than the one just mentioned. The Church, through the Paraklesis Service, gives us the opportunity to come to that
deathbed and eulogize and entreat the woman who bore God, the vessel of our salvation and our chief advocate at His
divine throne. And as, in the earthly family, daily routines and the indulgence in personal wants should come to a halt.
Fasting, in its full sense (abstaining from food and desires) accomplishes this. Less time in leisure or other pursuits leaves
more time for prayer and reflection on she who gave us Christ, and became the first and greatest Christian. In reflecting on
her and her incomparable life, we see a model Christian life, embodying Christ’s retort to the woman who stated that Mary
was blessed because she bore Him: blessed rather are those who hear His word and keep it. Mary did this better than
anyone. As Fr. Thomas Hopko has stated, she heard the word of God and kept it so well, that she of all women in history was
chosen not only to hear His Word but give birth to it (Him). So while we fast in contemplation of her life, we are
simultaneously preparing ourselves to live a life in imitation of her. That is the purpose of the Dormition Fast."
—Daniel Manzuk

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, July 26, 2015—8th Sunday of Matthew
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate

607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to Titus 3:8-15

The Gospel Reading is from Matthew 14:1422

BRETHREN, before faith came, we were
confined under the law, kept under restraint until
faith should be revealed. So that the law was
our custodian until Christ came, that we might
be justified by faith. But now that faith has
come, we are no longer under a custodian; for
in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through
faith. For as many of you as were baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew
nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there
is neither male nor female; for you are all one in
Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ's, then you
are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to
promise. I mean that the heir, as long as he is a
child, is no better than a slave, though he is the
owner of all the estate; but he is under
guardians and trustees until the date set by the
father. So with us; when we were children, we
were slaves to the elemental spirits of the
universe. But when the time had fully come,
God sent forth his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were under
the law, so that we might receive adoption as
sons.

At that time, Jesus saw a great throng; and he
had compassion on them, and healed their sick.
When it was evening, the disciples came to him
and said, "This is a lonely place, and the day is
now over; send the crowds away to go into the
villages and buy food for themselves." Jesus
said, "They need not go away; you give them
something to eat." They said to him, "We have
only five loaves here and two fish." And he said,
"Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the
crowds to sit down on the grass; and taking the
five loaves and the two fish he looked up to
heaven, and blessed, and broke and gave the
loaves to the crowds. And they all ate and were
satisfied. And they took up twelve baskets full of
the broken pieces left over. And those who ate
were about five thousand men, besides women
and children. Then he made the disciples get
into the boat and go before him to the other
side, while he dismissed the crowds.

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark
and Jeannie Panos, Alisha Lunsford, Kelli Mellema and Helen Sarantopoulos.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers and Joseph Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy and Kayla Mueller.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of
Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints
because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and
discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since
it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in
structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest
and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful,
even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of
Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to
receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion
of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment
-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the
world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. PARASKEVA IN TONE ONE
Showing a diligence befitting thy calling, O namesake of preparedness, thou hast gained, as thy dwelling, a faith worthy
of thy name, O prize-winning Paraskeva. Hence, thou pourest forth healings and intercedest for our souls.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, reject not, the prayerful cries of
those who are in sin. Instead, come to us for you are good; your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to
you: hasten to intercede, and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos for those who honor
you.

Paraskeve the Righteous Martyr of Rome (July 26)
Saint Paraskeve, who was from a certain village near Rome, was born to pious parents, Agatho
and Politia. Since she was born on a Friday (in Greek, Paraskeve), she was given this name,
which means "preparation" or "preparedness" (compare Matt. 27:62, Mark 15:42, Luke 23:54,
and John 19:31, where 'Friday' is called "the day of the preparation"). From childhood she was
instructed in the sacred letters and devoted herself to the study of the divine Scriptures, while
leading a monastic life and guiding many to the Faith of Christ. During the reign of the Emperor
Antoninus Pius, she was apprehended because she was a Christian and was urged to worship
the idols, but she answered with the words of Jeremias: "Let the gods that have not made
heaven and the earth perish from off the earth" (Jer. 10:11). Because of this she endured
exceedingly painful torments, and was beheaded in the year 140. The faithful pray to her for the
healing of eye ailments.

Panteleimon the Great Martyr & Healer (July 27)
This Saint, who had Nicomedia as his homeland, was the son of Eustorgius and Eubula.
His father was an idolater, but his mother was a Christian from her ancestors. It was
through her that he was instructed in piety, and still later, he was catechized in the Faith
of Christ by Saint Hermolaus (see July 26) and baptized by him. Being proficient in the
physician's vocation, he practiced it in a philanthropic manner, healing every illness more
by the grace of Christ than by medicines. Thus, although his parents had named him
Pantoleon ("in all things a lion"), because of the compassion he showed for the souls
and bodies of all, he was worthily renamed Panteleimon, meaning "all-merciful." On one
occasion, when he restored the sight of a certain blind man by calling on the Divine
Name, he enlightened also the eyes of this man's soul to the knowledge of the truth. This
also became the cause for the martyrdom of him who had been blind, since when he
was asked by whom and in what manner his eyes had been opened, in imitation of that
blind man of the Gospel he confessed with boldness both who the physician was and the
manner of his healing. For this he was put to death immediately. Panteleimon was
arrested also, and having endured many wounds, he was finally beheaded in the year
305, during the reign of Maximian. Saint Panteleimon is one of the Holy Unmercenaries,
and is held in special honor among them, even as Saint George is among the Martyrs.

Irene the Righteous of Chrysovalantou (July 28)
Saint Irene, who was from Cappadocia, flourished in the ninth century. Because of her great
beauty and virtue, she was brought to Constantinople as a prospective bride for the young
Emperor Michael (842-867); however, as Saint Joannicius the Great foretold, it was God's
will that she assume the monastic habit instead. She shone forth in great ascetical labours,
and suffered many attacks from the demons; while yet a novice, she attained to the practice
of Saint Arsenius the Great, of praying the whole night long with arms stretched out towards
Heaven (see May 8). God showed forth great signs and wonders in her, and she became the
Abbess of the Convent of Chrysovalantou. She was granted
the gift of clairvoyance and knew the thoughts of all that
came to her. She appeared in a vision to the king and
rebuked him for unjustly imprisoning a nobleman who had
been falsely accused. Through a sailor from Patmos to
whom he had appeared, Saint John the Evangelist sent her
fragrant and wondrous apples from Paradise. She reposed at
the age of 103, still retaining the youthful beauty of her
countenance. After her repose, marvelous healings beyond number have been wrought by her
to the present day.

Procession of the Precious Cross (August 1)
Because of the many diseases that occur in the month of August, the custom prevailed of old
in Constantinople to carry the precious Wood of the Cross in procession throughout the city
for its sanctification and its deliverance from illnesses. It was brought forth from the imperial
treasury on the last day of July and placed upon the Holy Table of the Great Church of the
Holy Wisdom; and beginning today, until the Dormition of the Theotokos, it was carried in
procession throughout the city and was set forth for veneration before the people.

