This Week at St. George
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Sunday, September 13, 2015
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Orhros with Elevation of the Cross
Monday, September 14, 2015
Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Exaltation
Wednesday, September 16, 2015
Great Vespers
Choir Rehearsal
Saturday, September 19, 2015
Great Vespers

Khrystyna Gavryushenko
Please remember the newly departed Khrystyna Gavryushenko, and her family, in your prayers in the coming weeks. Pray for
Khrystyna's blessed repose, and for grace and comfort for her family.

Craft Fair
Save the date for the St. George Arts and Crafts Fair, Saturday, November 14, 2015 from 10 am to 4 pm. Your family
members and friends are welcome to participate. Please pick up an application from the small Church hall bulletin board or
see Gina Clark, Laura Scott or Kally Key. ONLY handmade items will be accepted into the Fair. If you are interested in baking
please see Lauretta Gioia.

Church School
Church School Started this Sunday, welcome back! Remember Church School begins at 9am this year.

Gyro Booth
We had a very successful Gyro Booth this last weekend. Thank you to all who volunteered and helped with donations!

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Parish Council: George Rizk, President, Raymond Zogob, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Gina Clark,
Secretary, and Parish Council Members, Kenny Scott, Ty Freedman, Robert Smith, Helen Eastman and Matt Matthews.

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, September 13, 2015—Sunday before Holy Cross
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's First
Letter to the Galatians 6:11-18
BRETHREN, see with what large letters I am writing
to you with my own hand. It is those who want to
make a good showing in the flesh that would compel
you to be circumcised, and only in order that they
may not be persecuted for the cross of Christ. For
even those who receive circumcision do not
themselves keep the law, but they desire to have you
circumcised that they may glory in your flesh. But far
be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified
to me, and I to the world. For neither circumcision
counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new
creation. Peace and mercy be upon all who walk by
this rule, upon the Israel of God. Henceforth let no
man trouble me; for I bear on my body the marks of
Jesus. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit, brethren. Amen.

The Gospel Reading is from John 3:13-17
The Lord said, "No one has ascended into heaven
but he who descended from heaven, the Son of man.
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness,
so must the Son of man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.
"For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish
but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the
world, not to condemn the world, but that the world
might be saved through him."

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber
Brogger & children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone,
Roman Benyk, Thom Mellema, Karen Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark
and Jeannie Panos, Alisha Lunsford, Kelli Mellema, Helen Sarantopoulos and Presvy Jenny Nicolaou
Newlin.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock,
Col. Stephen Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers and Joseph Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller and Khrystyna Gavryushenko.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament Church. We
are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John Chrysostom, and St.
Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means,
"work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because they were in every sense of
the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their
behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New
Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality
that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs
throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to
commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread
which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of
the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine
Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who
continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us
the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox
Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to
receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of
the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
When Mary stood at Thy grave, looking for Thy sacred body, angelic powers shone above Thy revered tomb; and the soldiers
who were to keep guard became as dead men. Thou led Hades captive and wast not tempted thereby. Thou didst meet the
Virgin and didst give life to the world, O Thou, Who art risen from the dead, O Lord, glory to Thee.
APOLYTIKION OF FOREFEAST OF THE HOLY CROSS IN TONE TWO
We offer thee in mediation the life-giving Cross which, of Thy goodness, Thou hast given unto us, the unworthy, O Lord. Save
Thy hierarchs and Thy flock, and grant Thou peace through the Theotokos, O only Lover of mankind.
APOLYTKION OF CONSECRATION OF RESURRECTION CHURCH IN TONE FOUR
Thou hast shown the earthly beauty of the holy tabernacle of Thy glory to be like unto the splendor of the heavenly firmament,
O Lord. Strengthen it forever and ever, and accept our prayers which we unceasingly offer therein unto Thee, through the
Theotokos, O Thou Who art the Life and Resurrection of all.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF CONSECRATION OF RESURRECTION CHURCH IN TONE FOUR
The Church is shown to be * a many-lighted heaven * that doth shine a guiding light * upon all them that do
believe; * wherein while standing, we cry aloud: * Do Thou Thyself now establish this house, O Lord.

The Consecration of the Church of the Holy Resurrection (Holy Sepulchre)
(September 13)
The church that is honored far above all others is that of the Holy Resurrection,
which Saint Constantine the Great constructed at the place of Golgotha, where our
Savior was crucified and buried. For a long time this place had been purposely
buried beneath the earth by the Jews and heathen; furthermore, during the reign of
Hadrian (117-138), a temple dedicated to Aphrodite was built over the site so that
this sacred place might be even further desecrated and fall into utter oblivion. It was
here that the Cross was hidden. However, at the command of the pious Emperor
Constantine, excavations were made and the tokens of the saving Passion were
found. It was here, then, that the very great and magnificent temple named in honour
of Christ God's Resurrection-the Anastasis-was built under the supervision of the
blessed Helen, while Dracilian was Eparch of Palestine and Macarius was
Archbishop of Jerusalem. It was the latter, also, who exalted the venerable Cross
and performed the consecration of this temple in the year 336.
The Elevation of the Venerable and Life-Giving Cross (September 14)
Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the Great, when she was already
advanced in years, undertook, in her great piety, the hardships of a journey to
Jerusalem in search of the cross, about the year 325. A temple to Aphrodite had
been raised up by the Emperor Hadrian upon Golgotha, to defile and cover with
oblivion the place where the saving Passion had been suffered. The venerable
Helen had the statue of Aphrodite destroyed, and the earth removed, revealing the
Tomb of our Lord, and three crosses. Of these, it was believed that one must be
that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves crucified with Him; but Saint Helen was
at a loss which one might be the Wood of our salvation. At the inspiration of Saint
Macarius, Archbishop of Jerusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already at the
point of death from a certain disease, was brought to touch the crosses, and as
soon as she came near to the Cross of our Lord, she was made perfectly whole.
Consequently, the precious Cross was lifted on high by Archbishop Macarius of
Jerusalem; as he stood on the ambo, and when the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy." It should
be noted that after its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was taken to Constantinople as a blessing. The
rest was left in Jerusalem in the magnificent church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the
Persians plundered Palestine and took the Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the
Persian). Late, in the year 628, Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, retrieved the Cross, and after
bringing it to Constantinople, himself escorted it back to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place.
Rest from labor. A Fast is observed today, whatever day of the week it may be.
Sophia & her three daughters: Faith, Hope, and Love (September 17)
These Saints were from Italy and contested for the Faith about the year 126,
during the reign of the Emperor Hadrian. Faith was twelve years old, Hope, ten,
and Love, nine; each was tormented and then beheaded, from the eldest to the
youngest. Their mother Sophia mourned at their grave for three days, where she
also fell asleep in peace; because of her courageous endurance in the face of her
daughters' sufferings, she is also counted a martyr. The name Sophia means
"wisdom" in Greek; as for her daughters' names, Faith, Hope, and Love (Charity),
they are Pistis, Elpis, and Agape in Greek, and Vera, Nadezhda, and Lyubov in
Russian.

