This Week at St. George
Sunday, February 7, 2016
9:00AM

Orthros

9:15AM
10:00AM

Children’s Church School
Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, February 10, 2016
Vespers
Saturday, February 13, 2016
Great Vespers

6:00PM
5:00PM

Home Blessing
If you would like your home blessed during this Theophany season, let Fr. Jeffrey know by phone or email, or after Liturgy
today. phone: 928-777-8750. email: jeffreyfrate@gmail.com

Stewardship Cards
Please remember to give your Stewardship Commitment Card to Gina Clark. We are currently finalizing the 2016 budget
plan and your commitment helps us with better predictability for the year ahead.

Project Mexico
There is a list of those attending Project Mexico in the Fellowship Hall, and the funds still needed. If you would like to
contribute towards one or more of our attendees, please add your name as a donor.
The cost of the trip goes towards: 1) room and board at St. Innocent Orphanage for the week that we are there; 2) the
support of the full-time staff of Project Mexico; 3) the purchase of materials for the home we will build; 4) Our travel
expenses to and from Mexico.
Any funds that we receive in excess of what is needed for the trip will be donated to St. Innocent Orphanage.

St. George Ladies Group
Save the date - All ladies of St. George are invited to attend the next meeting of the St. George Ladies Group (SGLG) on
February 13 at 11:30 am in the Fellowship Hall. Meetings are held every second Saturday of the month at 11:30.

St. Anthony’s Monastery
If you are interested in helping to plan a trip to St. Anthony’s Monastery in Florence, AZ please see Gina Clark (650-7733973).

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Parish Council: George Rizk, President, Raymond Zogob, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Gina Clark,
Secretary, and Parish Council Members, Kenny Scott, Ty Freedman, Robert Smith, Helen Eastman and Matt Matthews.

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, February 7, 2016—16th Sunday of Matthew
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's
Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:1-10
BRETHREN, working together with him, then, we
entreat you not to accept the grace of God in vain.
For he says, "At the acceptable time I have listened
to you, and helped you on the day of salvation."
Behold, now is the acceptable time; behold, now is
the day of salvation. We put no obstacle in any one's
way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry,
but as servants of God we commend ourselves in
every way: through great endurance, in afflictions,
hardships, calamities, beatings, imprisonments,
tumults, labors, watching, hunger; by purity,
knowledge, forbearance, kindness, the Holy Spirit,
genuine love, truthful speech, and the power of God;
with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand
and for the left; in honor and dishonor, in ill repute
and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and
yet are true; as unknown, and yet well known; as
dying, and behold we live; as punished, and yet not
killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet
making many rich; as having nothing, and yet
possessing everything. .

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 25:14-30
The Lord said this parable: "A man going on a
journey called his servants and entrusted to them his
property; to one he gave five talents, to another two,
to another one, to each according to his ability. Then
he went away. He who had received the five talents
went at once and traded with them; and he made five
talents more. So also, he who had the two talents
made two talents more. But he who had received the
one talent went and dug in the ground and hid his
master's money. Now after a long time the master of
those servants came and settled accounts with them.
And he who had received the five talents came
forward, bringing five talents more, saying, 'Master,
you delivered to me five talents; here I have made
five talents more.' His master said to him, 'Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over
a little, I will set you over much; enter into the joy of
your master.' And he also who had the two talents
came forward, saying, 'Master, you delivered to me
two talents; here I have made two talents more.' His
master said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful
servant; you have been faithful over a little, I will set
you over much; enter into the joy of your master.' He
also who had received the one talent came forward,
saying, 'Master, I knew you to be a hard man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where
you did not winnow; so I was afraid, and I went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.' But his master answered him, 'You wicked
and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I
have not sowed, and gather where I have not
winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and at my coming I should
have received what was my own with interest. So
take the talent from him, and give it to him who has
the ten talents. For to every one who has will more
be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who has not, even what he has will be taken away.
And cast the worthless servant into the outer
darkness; there men will weep and gnash their
teeth." As he said these things he cried out: "He who
has ears to hear, let him hear!"

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin
and Orval Preston.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers and Joseph Peck.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the newly departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller and Khrystyna Gavryushenko.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at 928-7778750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome.
Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because
they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment,
and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the
bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly
witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch,
Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the
smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He
Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this
bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive
the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the
Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled
down death by death, and became the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting
the world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Rejoice, O Virgin Theotokos, full of grace, for from thee arose the Sun of justice, Christ our God, lighting those who are in
darkness. Rejoice and be glad, O righteous elder, carrying in thine arms the Deliverer of our souls, Who granteth us
Resurrection.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF THE PRESENTATION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Thou, O Christ God, Who by Thy Birth, didst sanctify the Virgin’s womb, and, as is meet, didst bless Simeon’s arms,
and didst also come to save us; preserve Thy fold in wars, and confirm them whom Thou didst love, for Thou alone art
the Lover of mankind.

Luke of Mount Stirion (February 7)

Saint Luke was the descendant of a family from Aegina which,
because of the frequent invasions of the Saracens, left Aegina
and dwelt in Phocis, where the Saint was born in 896. From his
earliest childhood Luke ate neither flesh, nor cheese, nor eggs,
but gave himself over with his whole soul to hardship and
fasting for the love of heavenly blessings, often giving away his
clothing to the poor, for which his father punished him. After his
father's death he secretly left home to become a monk, but the
Lord, inclining to the fervent prayers of his mother, made him
known, and he returned to her for a time to care for her. For
many years he lived as a hermit, moving from place to place;
he spent the last part of his life on Mount Stirion at Phocis,
where there is a city named Stiris. The grace of God that was in him made him a wonder-worker, and his tomb
in the monastery of Hosios Loukas, famous for its mosaics, became a source of healings and place of
pilgrimage for the faithful. According to some he reposed in the year 946; according to others, in 953.
The Holy Prophet Zacharias (Zachariah) (February 8)

The Prophet Zacharias was the son of Barachias, and a contemporary of the
Prophet Aggeus (Dec. 16). In the days of the Babylonian captivity, he
prophesied, as it says, in the book of Ezra, "to the Jews that were in Judah
and Jerusalem" (Ezra 5: 1); he aided Zerubbabel in the rebuilding of the
Temple in Jerusalem. In the book of Ezra he is called "Zacharias the son of
Addo (or Iddo)" but in his own prophetic book he is called more fully
"Zacharias, the son of Barachias, the son of Addo the Prophet" (Zach. 1:1).
When the captives returned from Babylon, he came to dwell in Jerusalem in
his old age. His book of prophecy is divided into fourteen chapters and has
the eleventh place among the books of the minor Prophets; his name means
"Yah is renowned." Sozomen reports that under the Emperor Honorius,
Zacharias' holy relics were found in Eleutheropolis of Palestine. The Prophet
appeared in a dream to a certain Calemerus, telling him where he would find
his tomb. His body was found to be incorrupt (Eccl. Hist., Book IX, 17).
Theodora the Empress (February 11)

As for the renowned Empress Theodora, she was from Paphlagonia and was
the daughter of a certain Marinus, the commander of a military regiment.
While being the wife of the Emperor Theophilus, the last of the Iconoclasts,
she adorned the royal diadem with her virtue and piety; as long as her
husband Theophilus lived, she privately venerated icons, despite his
displeasure. After his death, she restored the holy icons to public veneration;
this is commemorated on the Sunday of Orthodoxy, the First Sunday of the
Great Fast. She governed the Empire wisely for fifteen years, since her son
Michael was not yet of age. But in 857 she forsook her royal power and
entered a certain convent in Constantinople called Gastria, where she
finished the course of her life in holiness and reposed in the Lord. Her sacred
incorrupt remains are found in Corfu, in the Church of the Most Holy
Theotokos of the Cave, in the capital city of the island.

