This Week at St. George
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Sunday, July 24, 2016
Orthros
Divine Liturgy
Monday, July 25, 2016
Liturgy and Life Book Study
Tuesday, July 26, 2016
Vesperal Liturgy for St. Panteleimon
Saturday, July 30, 2016
Great Vespers
Book Study

"Does our own Orthodox tradition show us definite ways and methods of Christian education? We certainly do not mean a
mechanical restoration of methods of teaching used in a different historic epoch, but the spiritual effort of "reading Church
Tradition," discovering its spirit, its eternal meaning. The Orthodox way of life consists in this creative "actualization" of
Church Tradition; refusing to follow it, we consciously or unconsciously abandon Orthodoxy." - Fr. Alexander
Schmemann. In his book Liturgy and Life, Fr. Schmemann indeed begins to elucidate, and to draw from the rich Liturgical
tradition of the Church. We will examine as well, how we may do this today. Study is at 7 pm on Monday.

Dormition Fast
Reminder: The Dormition Fast begins next week on August 1st. During the fast we will be serving the Paraklesis
(supplicatory) Service to the Theotokos on several occasions. I hope to see every one of our parishioners attend at least one
of these beautiful services.

Gyro Booth—Labor Day Weekend
The Council is gauging whether we have enough staff for the booth to move forward with the Gyro booth. This is a big
fundraiser for the Church so critical for our operating expenses. If you are in town that weekend please sign up for booth
duty after Church. We need your help.

Feast of Transfiguration
On Friday August 5th. we will serve Vespers and Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Transfiguration beginning at 6 pm.
Parishioners are encouraged to bring fruit from their gardens (or purchased from the store) to be blessed at the conclusion
of the service.

Craft Fair
The Craft Fair was a success last year. This year we need a Chairperson or two to lead the overall Craft Fair in order to move
forward. If you would like to Chair or Co-Chair the event please see Gina Clark or Laura Scott. Good organization skills are
required. This is an important outreach event for St. George.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Matt Maxwell,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Lauretta Gioia, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.
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The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Romans 10:1-10
BRETHREN, my heart's desire and prayer to God for
them is that they may be saved. I bear them witness
that they have a zeal for God, but it is not
enlightened. For, being ignorant of the righteousness
that comes from God, and seeking to establish their
own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. For
Christ is the end of the law, that every one who has
faith may be justified. Moses writes that the man who
practices the righteousness which is based on the
law shall live by it. But the righteousness based on
faith says, Do not say in your heart, "Who will ascend
into heaven?" (that is, to bring Christ down) or "Who
will descend into the abyss?" (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead). But what does it say? The word is
near you, on your lips and in your heart (that is, the
word of faith which we preach); because, if you
confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe
in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so
is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is
saved.

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 8:28-34; 9:1
At that time, when Jesus came to the other side, to
the country of the Gergesenes, two demoniacs met
him, coming out of the tombs, so fierce that no one
would pass that way. And behold, they cried out,
"What have you to do with us, O Son of God? Have
you come here to torment us before the time?" Now a
herd of many swine was feeding at some distance
from them. And the demons begged him, "If you cast
us out, send us away into the herd of swine." And he
said to them, "Go." So they came out and went into
the swine; and behold, the whole herd rushed down
the steep bank into the sea, and perished in the
waters. The herdsmen fled, and going into the city
they told everything, and what had happened to the
demoniacs. And behold, all the city came out to meet
Jesus; and when they saw him, they begged him to
leave their neighborhood. And getting into a boat he
crossed over and came to his own city.

Christina the Great Martyr of Tyre (July 24)

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Ben Banks, Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie.

The Martyr Christina lived during the third century. She was born into a
rich family, and her father was Governor of Tyre. By the age of 11 the girl
was exceptionally beautiful, and many men asked for her hand in
marriage. Christina's father, however, wanted his daughter to become a
pagan priestess. He placed her in a special room where he had set up
many gold and silver idols, and he ordered his daughter to burn incense
before them.

For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.

In her solitude, Christina wondered who had created this beautiful world.
From her room, she was delighted by the stars of the heavens, and she
constantly thought about the Creator of the world. She was convinced
that the voiceless and inanimate idols in her room could not create
anything, since they themselves were created by human hands. She
began to pray to the One God with tears, entreating Him to reveal
Himself. Her soul blazed with love for the Unknown God, and she
intensified her prayer all the more, combining it with fasting.

And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller and Khrystyna Gavryushenko.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at 928-7778750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament Church.
We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome.
Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because
they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment,
and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the
bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly
witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus
Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest
child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in
the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live
forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it
is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and
wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note
that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and
fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all
after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next
door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FOUR
Having learned the joyful message of the Resurrection from the angel the women disciples of the Lord cast from them their
parental condemnation. And proudly broke the news to the Disciples, saying: Death hath been spoiled; Christ God is risen,
granting the world Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. CHRISTINA IN TONE FOUR
O Lord Jesus, unto Thee Thy lamb doth cry with a great voice: O my Bridegroom, Thee I love; and seeking Thee, I now
contest, and with Thy baptism am crucified and buried. I suffer for Thy sake, that I may reign with Thee; for Thy sake I die,
that I may live in Thee: accept me offered out of longing to Thee as a spotless sacrifice. Lord, save our souls through her
intercessions, since Thou art great in mercy.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR ORDINARY SUNDAYS IN TONE TWO
A protection of Christians unshamable, intercessor to our Holy Maker, unwavering, Please reject not the prayerful cries of
those who are in sin. Instead, come to us, for you are good; your loving help bring unto us, who are crying in faith to you:
hasten to intercede and speed now to supplicate, as a protection for all time, Theotokos, for those who honor you.

Christina was visited by an angel, who instructed her in the true faith in
Christ. The angel called her a bride of Christ and told her that she would
suffer for her faith. Christina smashed all the idols in her room and threw
them out the window. Shortly thereafter, Christina’s father visited her and
asked where all the idols had gone. Christina would not speak, but
summoning her servants, her father learned the truth from them.
In a rage, Christina’s father began to slap her face. At first, she was quiet, but then she told her father about her faith in the
One True God, and that she had destroyed the idols with her own hands. Her father gave orders to kill all the servants who
had attended his daughter, and he fiercely beat Christina and threw her in prison. Having learned about what had happened,
Christina's mother came crying to her daughter’s cell and urged her to renounce Christ. However, Christina remained
unyielding. The next day, her father brought Christina to trial and ordered that she worship the pagan gods and ask
forgiveness for her sins. Instead, she gave a firm and steadfast confession of her faith in Christ.
Her father ordered that Christina be tied to an iron wheel, beneath which was lit a fire. Her body, turning round on the wheel,
was scorched on all sides. She was then thrown back into prison.
That night, an angel appeared, healing her wounds and strengthening her with food. Seeing her unharmed, her father gave
orders to drown her in the sea. An angel sustained Christina while the stone sank to the bottom, and she miraculously came
out of the water and reappeared before her father. Her father subscribed this event to sorcery, and he decided to execute her
in the morning. However, that same night, her father suddenly died.
Governor Dion was sent in his place. Dion ordered Christina to renounce Christ, but seeing her unyielding firmness, he again
subjected her to torture. She was then thrown back into prison where Dion thought she would eventually perish. However,
people began to flock to her, and she converted about 300 people to the true faith in Christ.
In place of Dion, a new governor, Julian, arrived and resumed Christina’s torture. Julian ordered that she be locked in a redhot furnace. After five days the furnace was opened and Christina was found alive and unharmed. Seeing this miracle, many
came to believe in Christ the Savior.
Finally, St. Christina was executed with a sword.

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to a
saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile.
Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

