St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott

Sunday, January 1, 2017—Circumcision of Our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ —Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate

607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Colossians 2:8-12

BRETHREN, see to it that no one makes a prey of
you by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of
the universe, and not according to Christ. For in him
the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you
have come to fullness of life in him, who is the head
of all rule and authority. In him also you were
circumcised with a circumcision made without hands,
by putting off the body of flesh in the circumcision of
Christ; and you were buried with him in baptism, in
which you were also raised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the dead.

Gospel Reading is from Luke 2:20-21, 40-52

At that time, the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them. And at the end of eight days,
when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the
name given by the angel before he was conceived in
the womb. And the child grew and became strong,
filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon
him. Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year
at the feast of the Passover. And when he was
twelve years old, they went up according to custom;
and when the feast was ended, as they were
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem.
His parents did not know it, but supposing him to be
in the company they went a day's journey, and they
sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintances;
and when they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem, seeking him. After three days, they found
him in the temple, sitting among the teachers,
listening to them and asking them questions; and all
who heard him were amazed at his understanding
and his answers. And when they saw him they were
astonished; and his mother said to him, "Son, why
have you treated us so? Behold, your father and |
have been looking for you anxiously." And he said to
them, "How is it that you sought me? Did you not
know that | must be in my Father's house?" And they
did not understand the saying which he spoke to
them. And he went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his mother
kept all these things in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with
God and man.
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PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Ben Banks, Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, and Barbara Wright.

For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.

And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.

And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.

As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at 928-777-
8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! The
Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament Church. We are
liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the
Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the
people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because they were in every sense of the word champions
of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the
truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given
birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one
great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the
faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ.
He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "l am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he
will live forever; and the bread which | shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered
in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer,
making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is
reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy
Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join

us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with
us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!

RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE THREE
Let the heavens rejoice and the earth be glad, for the Lord hath done a mighty act with His own arm. He hath trampled down death by
death, and become the first-born from the dead. He hath delivered us from the depths of Hades, granting the world the Great Mercy.

APOLYTIKION OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST IN TONE ONE
Our human form hast Thou taken on Thyself without change, O greatly-compassionate Master, though being God by nature;
fulfilling the Law, Thou willingly receivest circumcision in the flesh, that Thou mightest end the shadow and roll away the veil of our
sinful passions. Glory be to Thy goodness unto us. Glory be to Thy compassion. Glory, O Word, to Thine inexpressible
condescension.

APOLYTIKION FOR ST BASIL
Thy sound hath gone forth into all the earth, which hath received thy word. Thereby thou hast divinely taught the Faith; thou hast
made manifest the nature of all things that be; thou hast adorned the ways of man. O namesake of the royal priesthood, our
righteous father Basil, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr George,
intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

KONTAKION OF THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST IN TONE THREE
Now the Lord of all that is doth undergo circumcision, in His goodness cutting off the sins and failings of mortals. He this day doth
give salvation unto the whole world; and the hierarch and bright daystar of the Creator now rejoiceth in the highest, Basil the wise
and divine initiate of Christ.



The Circumcision of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
(January 1)

On the eighth day after His Nativity, our Lord Jesus Christ was circumcised
in accordance with the Old Testament Law. All male infants underwent
circumcision as a sign of God’s Covenant with the holy Forefather
Abraham and his descendants (Gen. 17:10-14, Lev. 12:3).

After this ritual the Divine Infant was given the name Jesus, as the
Archangel Gabriel declared on the day of the Annunciation to the Most
Holy Theotokos (Luke 1:31-33, 2:21). The Fathers of the Church explain
that the Lord, the Creator of the Law, underwent circumcision in order to
give people an example of how faithfully the divine ordinances ought to be
fulfilled. The Lord was circumcised so that later no one would doubt that
He had truly assumed human flesh, and that His Incarnation was not
merely an illusion, as certain heretics (Docetists) taught.
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In the New Testament, the ritual of circumcision gave way to the Mystery
of Baptism, which it prefigured (Col. 2:11-12). Accounts of the Feast of the
Circumcision of the Lord continue in the Eastern Church right up through
the fourth century. The Canon of the Feast was written by Saint Stephen of
the Saint Sava Monastery (October 28 and July 13).

In addition to circumcision, which the Lord accepted as a sign of God’s
Covenant with mankind, He also received the Name Jesus (Savior) on the
eighth day after His Nativity as an indication of His service, the work of the
salvation of the world (Mt.1:21; Mark 9:38-39, 16:17; Luke 10:17; Acts 3:6,
16; Phil 2:9-10). These two events, the Lord’s Circumcision and Naming,
remind Christians that they have entered into a New Covenant with God
and “are circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the
circumcision of Christ” (Col. 2:11). The very name “Christian” is a sign of mankind’s entrance into a New Covenant with God.

The Theophany of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ (January 6)

About the beginning of our Lord's thirtieth year, John the Forerunner, who was some
six months older than Our Savior according to the flesh, and had lived in the
wilderness since his childhood, received a command from God and came into the
parts of the Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance unto the remission of sins.
Then our Savior also came from Galilee to the Jordan, and sought and received
baptism though He was the Master and John was but a servant. Whereupon, there
came to pass those marvelous deeds, great and beyond nature: the Heavens were
opened, the Spirit descended in the form of a dove upon Him that was being baptized
and the voice was heard from the Heavens hearing witness that this was the beloved
Son of God, now baptized as a man (Matt. 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:1-22). From
these events the Divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ and the great mystery of the Trinity
were demonstrated. It is also from this that the present feast is called "Theophany,"
that is, the divine manifestation, God's appearance among men. On this venerable
day the sacred mystery of Christian baptism was inaugurated; henceforth also began
the saving preaching of the Kingdom of the Heavens.

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to a
saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile.
Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.



This Week at St. George

Sunday, January 1, 2017

8:30AM Matins
9:30AM Divine Liturgy for Nativity
Wednesday, January 4, 2017
6:30PM Vespers
Thursday, January 5, 2017
9:00AM Royal Hours for Theophany
6:00PM Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil followed by Blessing of Water
Friday, January 6, 2017
11:30AM Blessing of the Water at Watson Lake
Saturday, January 7, 2017
10:00AM Baptism of Alexander and Dominic (Nikolai) Chapa
5:00PM Great Vespers

Daily Orthros
Daily Orthros will be served Monday - Wednesday at 9am.

Blessing of the Water
Please be sure to join us for Liturgy and the blessing of Water on Thursday night; and for the blessing of water on Friday
morning at Watson lake.

Home Blessings
If you would like your home blessed during this season of Theophany contact Fr Jeffrey via phone or email.

Attention Bakers!
We will plan to bless Vasilopita next Sunday, 15th. Bakers, please bake!

GOYA Winter Retreat
Desert GOYA Winter Retreat takes place in Prescott this coming Weekend. Friday 13th - Sunday 15th. IF you have children
who would like to go, contact Ty Freedman, or Fr. Jeffrey.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia,

Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.




