This Week at St. George
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Sunday, January 29, 2017
Matins
Divine Liturgy
Monday, January 30, 2017
Orthros and Liturgy for the Three Hierarchs
Wednesday, February 1, 2017
Vesperal Liturgy
Saturday, February 4, 2017
Great Vespers
Daily Orthros

Daily Orthros will be served Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday at 9am.

Home Blessings
If you would like your home blessed during this season of Theophany contact Fr Jeffrey via phone or email.

Project Mexico
If anyone is interested in attending Project Mexico (July 21-27) please see Fr. Jeffrey. 5 spaces are available. Deposits are due
by January 31st. ($100 per person), and must be paid in full by the participant in order to reserve a spot.

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to
a saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still
fragile. Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You
to the ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and
the salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia ,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, January 29, 2017—Sunday of the Canaanite
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from
St.
Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians 6:16
-18; 7:1
BRETHREN, you are the temple of the living God; as
God said, "I will live in them and move among them,
and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.
Therefore come out from them, and be separate from
them, says the Lord, and touch nothing unclean; then
I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and
you shall be my sons and daughters, says the Lord
Almighty."
Since we have these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from every defilement of body and
spirit, and make holiness perfect in the fear of God.

Gospel Reading is from Matthew 15:21-28
At that time, Jesus went to the district of Tyre and
Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman from that
region came out and cried, "Have mercy on me, O
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely
possessed by a demon." But he did not answer her a
word. And his disciples came and begged him,
saying, "Send her away, for she is crying after us."
He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel." But she came and knelt before
him, saying, "Lord, help me." And he answered, "It is
not fair to take the children's bread and throw it to the
dogs." She said, "Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat
the crumbs that fall from their master's table." Then
Jesus answered her, "O woman, great is your faith!
Be it done for you as you desire." And her daughter
was healed instantly.

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Ben Banks, Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, and Barbara Wright.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at 928-7778750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of
Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints
because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and
discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since
it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in
structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest
and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful,
even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of
Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone
eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh
is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to
receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion
of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN
Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment
-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the
world the Great Mercy.
APOLYTIKION FOR ST IGNATIUS
As a sharer of the ways and a succesor to the throne of the Apostles, O inspired of God, thou foundest discipline to be a
means of ascent to divine vision. Wherefore having rightly divided the word of truth thou didst also contest for the faith
even unto blood, O Hieromartyr Ignatius. Intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR THE PRESENTATION
Thou Who didst sanctify the Virgin's womb by Thy birth, and didst bless Symeon's hands as was meet, by an
anticipation hast even now saved us, O Christ God. But grant peace in the midst of wars unto Thy commonwealth and
strengthen the hierarchs whom Thou hast loved, O only Friend of man.

Synaxis of The Three Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian, &
John Chrysostom (January 30)
This common feast of these three teachers was instituted a little before the year 1100, during the
reign of the Emperor Alexis I Comnenus, because of a dispute and strife that arose among the
notable and virtuous men of that time. Some of them preferred Basil, while others preferred
Gregory, and yet others preferred John Chrysostom, quarreling among themselves over which of
the three was the greatest. Furthermore, each party, in order to distinguish itself from the others,
assumed the name of its preferred Saint; hence, they called themselves Basilians, Gregorians, or
Johannites. Desiring to bring an end to the contention, the three Saints appeared together to the
saintly John Mavropous, a monk who had been ordained Bishop of Euchaita, a city of Asia Minor,
they revealed to him that the glory they have at the throne of God is equal, and told him to
compose a common service for the three of them, which he did with great skill and beauty. Saint
John of Euchaita (celebrated Oct. 5) is also the composer of the Canon to the Guardian Angel,
the Protector of a Man's Life. In his old age, he retired from his episcopal see and again took up
the monastic life in a monastery in Constantinople. He reposed during the reign of the
aforementioned Emperor Alexis Comnenus (1081-1118).

Cyrus & John the Unmercenaries (January 31)
These Saints lived during the years of Diocletian. Saint Cyrus was from Alexandria, and Saint John
was from Edessa of Mesopotamia. Because of the persecution of that time, Cyrus fled to the Gulf
of Arabia, where there was a small community of monks. John, who was a soldier, heard of Cyrus'
fame and came to join him. Henceforth, they passed their life working every virtue, and healing
every illness and disease freely by the grace of Christ; hence their title of "Unmercenaries." They
heard that a certain woman, named Athanasia, had been apprehended together with her three
daughters, Theodora, Theoctiste, and Eudoxia, and taken to the tribunal for their confession of the
Faith. Fearing lest the tender young maidens be terrified by the torments and renounce Christ,
they went to strengthen them in their contest in martyrdom; therefore they too were seized. After
Cyrus and John and those sacred women had been greatly tormented, all were beheaded in the
year 292. Their tomb became a renowned shrine in Egypt, and a place of universal pilgrimage. It
was found in the area of the modern day resort near Alexandria named Abu Kyr.

The Presentation of Our Lord and Savior in the Temple
(February 2)
When the most pure Mother and Ever-Virgin Mary's forty days of purification had
been fulfilled, she took her first-born Son to Jerusalem on this, the fortieth day after
His birth, that she might present Him in the temple according to the Law of Moses,
which teaches that every first-born male child be dedicated to God, and also that she
might offer the sacrifice of a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons, as required by
the Law (Luke 2:22-24; Exod. 13:2; Lev. 12:6-8). On this same day, a just and devout
man, the greatly aged Symeon, was also present in the temple, being guided by the
Holy Spirit. For a long time, this man had been awaiting the salvation of God, and he
had been informed by divine revelation that he would not die until he beheld the
Lord's Christ. Thus, when he beheld Him at that time and took Him up into his aged
arms, he gave glory to God, singing: "Now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace,
O Master. . ." And he confessed that he would close his eyes joyfully, since he had
seen the Light of revelation for the nations and the Glory of Israel (Luke 2:25-32).
From ancient times, the Holy Church has retained this tradition of the churching of
the mother and new-born child on the fortieth day and of the reading of prayers of
purification.
The Apodosis of the Feast of the Meeting in the Temple is usually on the 9th of
February. This, however, may vary if the Feast falls within the period of the Triodion.
Should this occur, the Typicon should be consulted for specific information
concerning the Apodosis of the Feast.
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