This Week at St. George
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Sunday, February 12, 2017
Matins
Divine Liturgy
Wednesday, February 15, 2017
Vespers Followed by Mandatory Child Protection Meeting
Saturday, February 18, 2017
Great Vespers Followed by High School Movie Night
Sunday, February 19, 2017
Baptism of Ashley (Abigail) Bragg
Daily Orthros

Daily Orthros will be served Monday—Friday at 9am.

Child Protection Training
On Wednesday February 15th there will be a mandatory child-protection training meeting for all Church School teachers,
and anyone else who works with children in the Church.

High School Movie Night
On Saturday February 18th we will host another High School Movie night. We will watch the Russian film, The Priest, about a
priest assigned to serve a small village in Russia during the Nazi occupation of the region.

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, February 12, 2017—Sunday of the Prodigal Son
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's First
Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all
things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but I
will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for
the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and God
will destroy both one and the other. The body is not
meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also
raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take
the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins
himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, "The two shall become one
flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin
which a man commits is outside the body; but the
immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not
your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body and in your spirit which belong to
God.

Gospel Reading is from Luke 15:11-32
Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to
a saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still
fragile. Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You
to the ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and
the salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia ,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his
father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that
falls to me.' And he divided his living between them.
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took his journey into a far country, and there
he squandered his property in loose living. And when
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in want. So he went and
joined himself to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate;
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to
himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but I
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my
father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer

worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him
and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father
said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And
they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in
the field; and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called
one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might
make merry with my friends. But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your living with
harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said
to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he
was lost, and is found.'"

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, and Barbara Wright.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at 928-7778750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New
Testament Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed
to St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory
Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed
to these three saints because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their
flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We
are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was
given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God
flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout
the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to
commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living
bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall
give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In
light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in
thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine
that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please
note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with
prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron)
which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our
fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine
Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the
third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of
life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the
lover of mankind.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE
Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the riches that Thou didst
give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father.
But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.

Sunday of The Prodigal Son (February 12)
The name for this Sunday is taken from the parable of our Lord
Jesus Christ found in Luke 15:11-32. The parable is the story of a
man and his two sons. The youngest of the sons asks his father to
give him his inheritance. The father does this, and soon after the
son leaves and journeys to a distant country (vv. 11-13). After the
younger son arrives, he squanders all of his possessions with
“prodigal” living. Within a short period of time, he wastes everything.
A severe famine comes, but he has nothing and falls into great
need (vv. 13-14). He is able to find work feeding swine, but this
does not improve his situation. The Scriptures say, “He would gladly
have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, but no one
gave him anything” (vv. 15-16). The parable says that in the midst
of his dire conditions, he came to himself. He realized that his
father’s hired servants have enough to eat and food to spare, while
he perishes with hunger. He says, “I will arise and go to my father
and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make
me like one of your hired servants’” (vv. 17-19). He arose and
returned to his father. But as he approached, his father saw him at
a great distance. The father had compassion on his son, ran to
meet him, embraced him, and kissed him. The son admitted his
sinfulness and his unworthiness to be called a son, but in his joy at
the return of his son, the father called his servants to bring the best
robe, a ring for his son’s finger, and sandals for his feet. He also
called for the fatted calf to be killed for a feast. He exclaimed, “For this my son was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found” (vv. 20-24). While they were feasting and celebrating the return of the prodigal son, the older son
comes and inquires about what is happening. He is told that his brother had returned and that his father has received
him with a feast. The older brother becomes angry and will not go in to the feast. The father comes out and pleads with
him, but the older son answers by saying he has been faithful to his father for many years and yet the father never
gave him the opportunity for such feasting. He expresses his anger and jealousy over his brother who was received in
such a manner after he squandered his inheritance (vv. 25-30). The father responds by telling his oldest son, “You are
always with me, and all that I have is yours. It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was
dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found” (vv. 31-32). The parable of the Prodigal Son forms an exact icon of
repentance at its different stages. Sin is exile, enslavement to strangers, hunger. Repentance is the return from exile
to our true home; it is to receive back our inheritance and freedom in the Father’s house. But repentance implies
action: “I will rise up and go…” (v. 18). To repent is not just to feel dissatisfied, but to make a decision and to act upon
it. In the words of our Lord, we also learn of three things through this parable: the condition of the sinner, the rule of
repentance, and the greatness of God’s compassion. The reading of this parable follows the Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own sinful condition, we might come to our
senses and return to God through repentance. For those who have fallen into great despair over their sins thinking that
there is no forgiveness, this parable offers hope. The Heavenly Father is patiently and lovingly waiting for our return.
There is no sin that can overcome His love for us. Finally, this parable offers us insight into the world in which we live.
It is a world where the activities of people are disconnected and not ordered toward the fulfillment of God’s divine
purpose for life. It is a world of incoherent pursuits, of illusory strivings, of craving for foods and drinks that do not
satisfy, a world where nothing ultimately makes sense, and a world engulfed in untruth, deceit and sin. It is the exact
opposite of the world as created by God and potentially recreated by his Son and Spirit. There is no cure for the evils
of our age unless we return to God. The world in which we live is not a normal world, but a wasteland. This is why in
the Slavic tradition of the Orthodox Church the reading of Psalm 137 is added to the Matins service for this and the the
following two Sundays. This nostalgic lament of the Hebrew exiles states: "By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept
as we remembered Zion. On the willows we hung our harps, for how could we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land” (Psalm 137). Here we can see the challenge of life in this world and the alienation from God that can happen
when sin reigns in our lives. As a result of sin in our lives, we lose the joy of communion with God, we defile and lose
our spiritual beauty, and we find ourselves far away from our real home, our real life. In true repentance, we realize
this, and we express a deep desire to return, to recover what has been lost. On this day the Church reminds us of
what we have abandoned and lost, and beckons us to find the desire and power to return. Our Heavenly Father is
waiting and ready to receive us with His loving forgiveness and His saving embrace.

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, and Barbara Wright.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at 928-7778750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New
Testament Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed
to St. John Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory
Dialogos, Pope of Rome. Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed
to these three saints because they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their
flocks with true wisdom and discernment, and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We
are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was
given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God
flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout
the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to
commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living
bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall
give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In
light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in
thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine
that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please
note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with
prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron)
which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our
fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine
Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE ONE
While the stone was sealed by the Jews, and the soldiers were guarding Thy most pure body, Thou didst arise on the
third day, O Savior, granting life to the world. For which cause the heavenly powers cried aloud unto Thee, O giver of
life. Glory to Thy Resurrection O Christ, glory to Thy kingdom, glory to Thy providence, O Thou Who alone art the
lover of mankind.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great
Martyr George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR THE PRODIGAL SON IN TONE THREE
Foolishly I sprang away from Thy great fatherly glory, and dispersed in wicked deeds the riches that Thou didst
give me. With the Prodigal I therefore cry unto Thee now: I have sinned against Thee, O compassionate Father.
But receive me in repentance; make me as one of Thy hired servants, O Lord.

Sunday of The Prodigal Son (February 12)
The name for this Sunday is taken from the parable of our Lord
Jesus Christ found in Luke 15:11-32. The parable is the story of a
man and his two sons. The youngest of the sons asks his father to
give him his inheritance. The father does this, and soon after the
son leaves and journeys to a distant country (vv. 11-13). After the
younger son arrives, he squanders all of his possessions with
“prodigal” living. Within a short period of time, he wastes everything.
A severe famine comes, but he has nothing and falls into great
need (vv. 13-14). He is able to find work feeding swine, but this
does not improve his situation. The Scriptures say, “He would gladly
have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, but no one
gave him anything” (vv. 15-16). The parable says that in the midst
of his dire conditions, he came to himself. He realized that his
father’s hired servants have enough to eat and food to spare, while
he perishes with hunger. He says, “I will arise and go to my father
and will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make
me like one of your hired servants’” (vv. 17-19). He arose and
returned to his father. But as he approached, his father saw him at
a great distance. The father had compassion on his son, ran to
meet him, embraced him, and kissed him. The son admitted his
sinfulness and his unworthiness to be called a son, but in his joy at
the return of his son, the father called his servants to bring the best
robe, a ring for his son’s finger, and sandals for his feet. He also
called for the fatted calf to be killed for a feast. He exclaimed, “For this my son was dead and is alive again; he was
lost and is found” (vv. 20-24). While they were feasting and celebrating the return of the prodigal son, the older son
comes and inquires about what is happening. He is told that his brother had returned and that his father has received
him with a feast. The older brother becomes angry and will not go in to the feast. The father comes out and pleads with
him, but the older son answers by saying he has been faithful to his father for many years and yet the father never
gave him the opportunity for such feasting. He expresses his anger and jealousy over his brother who was received in
such a manner after he squandered his inheritance (vv. 25-30). The father responds by telling his oldest son, “You are
always with me, and all that I have is yours. It was right that we should make merry and be glad, for your brother was
dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found” (vv. 31-32). The parable of the Prodigal Son forms an exact icon of
repentance at its different stages. Sin is exile, enslavement to strangers, hunger. Repentance is the return from exile
to our true home; it is to receive back our inheritance and freedom in the Father’s house. But repentance implies
action: “I will rise up and go…” (v. 18). To repent is not just to feel dissatisfied, but to make a decision and to act upon
it. In the words of our Lord, we also learn of three things through this parable: the condition of the sinner, the rule of
repentance, and the greatness of God’s compassion. The reading of this parable follows the Sunday of the Publican
and the Pharisee so that, seeing in the person of the Prodigal Son our own sinful condition, we might come to our
senses and return to God through repentance. For those who have fallen into great despair over their sins thinking that
there is no forgiveness, this parable offers hope. The Heavenly Father is patiently and lovingly waiting for our return.
There is no sin that can overcome His love for us. Finally, this parable offers us insight into the world in which we live.
It is a world where the activities of people are disconnected and not ordered toward the fulfillment of God’s divine
purpose for life. It is a world of incoherent pursuits, of illusory strivings, of craving for foods and drinks that do not
satisfy, a world where nothing ultimately makes sense, and a world engulfed in untruth, deceit and sin. It is the exact
opposite of the world as created by God and potentially recreated by his Son and Spirit. There is no cure for the evils
of our age unless we return to God. The world in which we live is not a normal world, but a wasteland. This is why in
the Slavic tradition of the Orthodox Church the reading of Psalm 137 is added to the Matins service for this and the the
following two Sundays. This nostalgic lament of the Hebrew exiles states: "By the streams of Babylon we sat and wept
as we remembered Zion. On the willows we hung our harps, for how could we sing the Lord’s song in a strange
land” (Psalm 137). Here we can see the challenge of life in this world and the alienation from God that can happen
when sin reigns in our lives. As a result of sin in our lives, we lose the joy of communion with God, we defile and lose
our spiritual beauty, and we find ourselves far away from our real home, our real life. In true repentance, we realize
this, and we express a deep desire to return, to recover what has been lost. On this day the Church reminds us of
what we have abandoned and lost, and beckons us to find the desire and power to return. Our Heavenly Father is
waiting and ready to receive us with His loving forgiveness and His saving embrace.
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Daily Orthros will be served Monday—Friday at 9am.

Child Protection Training
On Wednesday February 15th there will be a mandatory child-protection training meeting for all Church School teachers,
and anyone else who works with children in the Church.

High School Movie Night
On Saturday February 18th we will host another High School Movie night. We will watch the Russian film, The Priest, about a
priest assigned to serve a small village in Russia during the Nazi occupation of the region.
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The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's First
Letter to the Corinthians 6:12-20
Brethren, "all things are lawful for me," but not all
things are helpful. "All things are lawful for me," but I
will not be enslaved by anything. "Food is meant for
the stomach and the stomach for food" -- and God
will destroy both one and the other. The body is not
meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also
raise us up by his power. Do you not know that your
bodies are members of Christ? Shall I therefore take
the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! Do you not know that he who joins
himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her?
For, as it is written, "The two shall become one
flesh." But he who is united to the Lord becomes one
spirit with him. Shun immorality. Every other sin
which a man commits is outside the body; but the
immoral man sins against his own body. Do you not
know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
within you, which you have from God? You are not
your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify
God in your body and in your spirit which belong to
God.

Gospel Reading is from Luke 15:11-32
Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to
a saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still
fragile. Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You
to the ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and
the salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia ,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.

The Lord said this parable: "There was a man who
had two sons; and the younger of them said to his
father, 'Father, give me the share of the property that
falls to me.' And he divided his living between them.
Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he
had and took his journey into a far country, and there
he squandered his property in loose living. And when
he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that
country, and he began to be in want. So he went and
joined himself to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he
would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate;
and no one gave him anything. But when he came to
himself he said, 'How many of my father's hired
servants have bread enough and to spare, but I
perish here with hunger! I will arise and go to my
father, and I will say to him, 'Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you; I am no longer

worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your
hired servants.' And he arose and came to his father.
But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him
and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and
kissed him. And the son said to him, 'Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.' But the father
said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and
put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes
on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let
us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead,
and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.' And
they began to make merry. Now his elder son was in
the field; and as he came and drew near to the
house, he heard music and dancing. And he called
one of the servants and asked what this meant. And
he said to him, 'Your brother has come, and your
father has killed the fatted calf, because he has
received him safe and sound.' But he was angry and
refused to go in. His father came out and entreated
him, but he answered his father, 'Lo, these many
years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your
command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might
make merry with my friends. But when this son of
yours came, who has devoured your living with
harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!' And he said
to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is
mine is yours. It was fitting to make merry and be
glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he
was lost, and is found.'"

