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Sunday, March 26, 2017
Matins
Divine Liturgy
Monday, March 27, 2017
Confession
Tuesday, March 28, 2017
Choir Rehearsal for Holy Week
Wednesday, March 29, 2017
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy followed by Potluck
Friday, March 31, 2017
Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
Akathist to the Theotokos
Saturday, April 1, 2017
Great Vespers
Youth Retreat

Overnight Lenten Youth Retreat Friday 31st - Saturday April 1st, at Holy Trinity Cathedral in Phoenix. Grades 6 -12. Contact Fr.
Jeffrey or Ty Freedman for information.

Choir Rehearsal
Choir members, note we will have rehearsal for Holy Week on March 28th, April 3rd, and April 7th at 6pm.

Confession
Brothers and sisters, please plan to go to confession sometime before Pascha. Confessions will be heard Monday March 27th,
and Tuesday April 4th from 6 - 8pm, or by appointment.

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to a
saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile.
Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia ,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, March 26, 2017—Sunday of St. John Climacus
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Hebrews 6:13-20
BRETHREN, when God made a promise to
Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to
swear, he swore to himself, saying, "Surely I will
bless you and multiply you." And thus Abraham,
having patiently endured, obtained the promise. Men
indeed swear by a greater than themselves, and in all
their disputes an oath is final for confirmation. So
when God desired to show more convincingly to the
heirs of the promise the unchangeable character of
his purpose, he interposed with an oath, so that
through two unchangeable things, in which it is
impossible that God should prove false, we who have
fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to
seize the hope set before us. We have this as a sure
and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters
into the inner shrine behind the curtain, where Jesus
has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having
become a high priest for ever after the order of
Melchizedek.

Gospel Reading is from Mark 9:17-31
At that time, a man came to Jesus kneeling and
saying: "Teacher, I brought my son to you, for he has
a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes him it dashes
him down; and he foams and grinds his teeth and
becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to cast it
out, and they were not able." And he answered them,
"O faithless generation, how long am I to be with
you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him to
me." And they brought the boy to him; and when the
spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and
he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the
mouth. And Jesus asked his father, "How long has he
had this?" And he said, "From childhood. And it has
often cast him into the fire and into the water, to
destroy him; but if you can do anything, have pity on
us and help us." And Jesus said to him, "If you can!
All things are possible to him who believes."
Immediately the father of the child cried out and said,
"I believe; help my unbelief!" And when Jesus saw
that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the
unclean spirit, saying to it, "You dumb and deaf spirit,
I command you, come out of him, and never enter
him again." And after crying out and convulsing him
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse;
so that most of them said, "He is dead." But Jesus
took him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose.
And when he had entered the house, his disciples
asked him privately, "Why could we not cast it out?"
And he said to them, "This kind cannot be driven out
by anything but prayer and fasting." They went on
from there and passed through Galilee. And he would
not have any one know it; for he was teaching his
disciples, saying to them, "The Son of man will be
delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him;
and when he is killed, after three days he will rise."

Sunday Of St. John Climacus (March 26)

PRAYER LIST

The memory of this Saint is celebrated on March 30, where his biography may be found.
He is celebrated today because his book, The Ladder of Divine Ascent, is a sure guide
to the ascetic life, written by a great man of prayer experienced in all forms of the
monastic polity; it teaches the seeker after salvation how to lay a sound foundation for
his struggles, how to detect and war against each of the passions, how to avoid the
snares laid by the demons, and how to rise from the rudimental virtues to the heights of
Godlike love and humility. It is held in such high esteem that it is universally read in its
entirety in monasteries during the Great Fast.

Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, Barbara Wright and John Vlahakis.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome.
Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because
they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment,
and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the
bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly
witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch,
Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the
smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He
Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this
bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive
the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the
Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SIX
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE SEVEN Thou didst shatter death by Thy Cross, Thou didst open paradise
to the thief; Thou didst turn the sadness of the ointment-bearing women into joy. And didst bid Thine Apostles proclaim a
warning, that Thou hast risen O Christ, granting to the world the Great Mercy.

Synaxis of the Archangel Gabriel (March 26)
Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel: The Archangel
Gabriel was chosen by the Lord to announce to the
Virgin Mary about the Incarnation of the Son of God
from Her, to the great rejoicing of all mankind.
Therefore, on the day after the Feast of the Annunciation, the day on which the AllPure Virgin is glorified, we give thanks to the Lord and we venerate His messenger
Gabriel, who contributed to the mystery of our salvation.
Gabriel, the holy Archistrategos (Leader of the Heavenly Hosts), is a faithful servant
of the Almighty God. He announced the future Incarnation of the Son of God to those
of the Old Testament; he inspired the Prophet Moses to write the Pentateuch (first
five books of the Old Testament), he announced the coming tribulations of the
Chosen People to the Prophet Daniel (Dan. 8:16, 9:21-24); he appeared to Saint
Anna (July 25) with the news that she would give birth to the Virgin Mary.
The holy Archangel Gabriel remained with the Holy Virgin Mary when She was a
child in the Temple of Jerusalem, and watched over Her throughout Her earthly life.
He appeared to the Priest Zachariah, foretelling the birth of the Forerunner of the
Lord, Saint John the Baptist.
The Lord sent him to Saint Joseph the Betrothed in a dream, to reveal to him the
mystery of the Incarnation of the Son of God from the All-Pure Virgin Mary, and warned him of the wicked intentions of
Herod, ordering him to flee into Egypt with the divine Infant and His Mother.
When the Lord prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane before His Passion, the Archangel Gabriel, whose very name
signifies “Man of God” (Luke. 22:43), was sent from Heaven to strengthen Him.
The Myrrh-Bearing Women heard from the Archangel the joyous news of Christ’s Resurrection (Mt.28:1-7, Mark 16:18).
Mindful of the manifold appearances of the holy Archangel Gabriel and of his zealous fulfilling of God’s will, and
confessing his intercession for Christians before the Lord, the Orthodox Church calls upon its children to pray to the
great Archangel with faith and love.
The Synaxis of the Holy Archangel Gabriel is also celebrated on July 13. All the angels are commemorated on
November 8.

FOR THE FEAST OF ANNUNCIATION
Today is the fountainhead of our salvation and the manifestation of the mystery which was from eternity. The Son of God
becometh the virgin's Son and Gabriel announceth the good tidings of grace. For this cause let us cry to the Mo.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION FOR THE ANNUNCIATION
To thee, the Champion Leader, do I offer thanks of victory, O Theotokos, thou who hast delivered me from terror; but as
thou that hast that power invincible, O Theotokos, thou alone can set me free: from all forms of danger free me and
deliver me, that I may cry unto thee: Hail, O Bride without Bridegroom.

Pan-Orthodox Lenten Vespers Schedule
Sundays at 6pm
SUNDAY
Fourth Sunday
March 26th

LOCATION
St. Katherine Greek Orthodox Church
2716 N. Dobson Rd.
Chandler, AZ 85224

HOMILIST
Dcn. Drew Maxwell

Fifth Sunday
April 2nd

St. Ignatius
5515 E. Redmont Circle
Mesa, AZ 85215

Fr. Andre Paez

CHARITY
OCMC
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