St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, April 9, 2017—Palm Sunday
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate

607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from St. Paul's Letter
to the Philippians 4:4-9

BRETHREN, rejoice in the Lord always; again | will
say, Rejoice. Let all men know your forbearance. The
Lord is at hand. Have no anxiety about anything, but
in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. And the peace of God, which passes all
understanding, will keep your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, whatever is true,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is gracious, if
there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. What you have
learned and received and heard and seen in me, do;
and the God of peace will be with you.

Gospel Reading is from John 12:1-18

Six days before Passover, Jesus came to Bethany,
where Lazaros was, whom Jesus had raised from the
dead. There they made him a supper; Martha served,
and Lazaros was one of those at table with him. Mary
took a pound of costly ointment of pure nard and
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped his feet with her
hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of
the ointment. But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples
(he who was to betray him), said "Why was this
ointment not sold for three hundred denarii and given
to the poor?" This he said, not that he cared for the
poor but because he was a thief, and as he had the
money box he used to take what was put into it.
Jesus said, "Let her alone, let her keep it for the day
of my burial. The poor you always have with you, but
you do not always have me."

When the great crowd of the Jews learned that he
was there, they came, not only on account of Jesus
but also to see Lazaros, whom he had raised from
the dead. So the chief priests planned to put Lazaros
also to death, because on account of him many of
the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus.
The next day a great crowd who had come to the
feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem. So
they took branches of palm trees and went out to
meet him, crying, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of
Israel!” And Jesus found a young donkey and sat
upon it; as it is written, "Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming, sitting on a donkey's
colt!" His disciples did not understand this at first; but
when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that
this had been written of him and had been done to
him. The crowd that had been with him when he
called Lazaros out of the tomb and raised him from
the dead bore witness. The reason why the crowd
went to meet him was that they heard he had done
this sign.

METROPOLIS F SAN FRANCISCO




PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, Barbara Wright and John Vlahakis.

For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck and Brittany Rushing.

And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.

And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.

As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!

If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament Church.
We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome.
Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because
they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment,
and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the
bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly
witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch, Jesus
Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the smallest
child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He Himself taught in
the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this bread he will live
forever; and the bread which | shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food indeed, and my blood is
drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is essentially Eucharistic, meaning it
is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and
wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note
that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians who have prepared themselves with prayer and
fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all
after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next
door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this morning’s Divine Liturgy!

APOLYTIKION FOR PALM SUNDAY IN THE FIRST MODE
In confirming the common Resurrection, O Christ God, Thou didst raise up Lazarus from the dead before Thy Passion.
Wherefore, we also, like the children, bearing the symbols of victory, cry to Thee, the Vanquisher of death: Hosanna in the
highest; blessed is He that cometh in the Name of the Lord.

APOLYTIKION FOR PALM SUNDAY IN THE FOURTH MODE
When we were buried with You in Baptism, O Christ God, we were made worthy of eternal life by Your Resurrection! Now
we praise You and sing: Hosanna in the highest! Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.

SEASONAL KONTAKION IN THE PLAGAL SECOND MODE

Being borne upon a throne in Heaven, and upon a colt on earth, O Christ God, Thou didst accept the praise of Angels
and the laudation of the children as they cried to Thee: Blessed art Thou Who comest to recall Adam.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in
the Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).

St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia,

Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.




Palm Sunday: The Feast of the Entrance of our Lord Jesus Christ
into Jerusalem (April 9)

The biblical story of Palm Sunday is recorded in all four of the Gospels (Matthew
21:1-11; Mark 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-38; and John 12:12-18). Five days before the
Passover, Jesus came from Bethany to Jerusalem. Having sent two of His
disciples to bring Him a colt of a donkey, Jesus sat upon it and entered the city.
People had gathered in Jerusalem for the Passover and were looking for Jesus,
both because of His great works and teaching and because they had heard of
the miracle of the resurrection of Lazarus. When they heard that Christ was
entering the city, they went out to meet Him with palm branches, laying their
garments on the ground before Him, and shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he that
comes in the Name of the Lord, the King of Israel!”

At the outset of His public ministry Jesus proclaimed the kingdom of God and
announced that the powers of the age to come were already active in the
present age (Luke 7:18-22). His words and mighty works were performed "to
produce repentance as the response to His call, a call to an inward change of
mind and heart which would result in concrete changes in one's life, a call to
follow Him and accept His messianic destiny. The triumphant entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem is a messianic event, through which His divine authority was
declared.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king: the Word of God made flesh. We
are called to behold Him not simply as the One who came to us once riding on a
colt, but as the One who is always present in His Church, coming ceaselessly to
us in power and glory at every Eucharist, in every prayer and sacrament, and in
every act of love, kindness and mercy. He comes to free us from all our fears
and insecurities, "to take solemn possession of our soul, and to be enthroned in our heart," as someone has said. He comes not only
to deliver us from our deaths by His death and Resurrection, but also to make us capable of attaining the most perfect fellowship or
union with Him. He is the King, who liberates us from the darkness of sin and the bondage of death. Palm Sunday summons us to
behold our King: the vanquisher of death and the giver of life.

Palm Sunday summons us to accept both the rule and the kingdom of God as the goal and content of our Christian life. We draw our
identity from Christ and His kingdom. The kingdom is Christ - His indescribable power, boundless mercy and incomprehensible
abundance given freely to man. The kingdom does not lie at some point or place in the distant future. In the words of the Scripture, the
kingdom of God is not only at hand (Matthew 3:2; 4:17), it is within us (Luke 17:21). The kingdom is a present reality as well as a
future realization (Matthew 6:10). Theophan the Recluse wrote the following words about the inward rule of Christ the King:

“The Kingdom of God is within us when God reigns in us, when the soul in its depths confesses God as its Master, and is obedient to
Him in all its powers. Then God acts within it as master ‘both to will and to do of his good pleasure’ (Philippians 2:13). This reign
begins as soon as we resolve to serve God in our Lord Jesus Christ, by the grace of the Holy Spirit. Then the Christian hands over to
God his consciousness and freedom, which comprises the essential substance of our human life, and God accepts the sacrifice; and
in this way the alliance of man with God and God with man is achieved, and the covenant with God, which was severed by the Fall
and continues to be severed by our willful sins, is re-established.”

The kingdom of God is the life of the Holy Trinity in the world. It is the kingdom of holiness, goodness, truth, beauty, love, peace and
joy. These qualities are not works of the human spirit. They proceed from the life of God and reveal God. Christ Himself is the
kingdom. He is the God-Man, Who brought God down to earth (John 1:1,14). “He was in the world, and the world was made through
Him, yet the world knew Him not. He came to His own home, and His own people received Him not” (John 1:10-11). He was reviled
and hated.

Palm Sunday summons us to behold our king - the Suffering Servant. We cannot understand Jesus' kingship apart from the Passion.
Filled with infinite love for the Father and the Holy Spirit, and for creation, in His inexpressible humility Jesus accepted the infinite
abasement of the Cross. He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows; He was wounded for our transgressions and made Himself an
offering for sin (Isaiah 53). His glorification, which was accomplished by the resurrection and the ascension, was achieved through the
Cross.

In the fleeting moments of exuberance that marked Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the world received its King, the king who
was on His way to death. His Passion, however, was no morbid desire for martyrdom. Jesus' purpose was to accomplish the mission
for which the Father sent Him.

“The Son and Word of the Father, like Him without beginning and eternal, has come today to the city of Jerusalem, seated on a dumb
beast, on a foal. From fear the cherubim dare not gaze upon Him; yet the children honor Him with palms and branches, and mystically
they sing a hymn of praise: ‘Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna to the Son of David, who has come to save from error all mankind.” (A
hymn of the Light.)

“With our souls cleansed and in spirit carrying branches, with faith let us sing Christ's praises like the children, crying with a loud voice
to the Master: Blessed art Thou, O Savior, who hast come into the world to save Adam from the ancient curse; and in Thy love for
mankind Thou hast been pleased to become spiritually the new Adam. O Word, who hast ordered all things for our good, glory to
Thee.” (A Sessional hymn of the Orthros)



This Week at St. George

Palm Sunday, April 9, 2017

8:30AM Orthros
9:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by Procession for Palm Sunday
6:30PM Bridegroom Matins

Holy Monday, April 10, 2017
6:30PM Bridgroom Matins

Holy Tuesday, April 11, 2017
9:00AM Presanctified Liturgy
6:30PM Bridgroom Matins—Bishop Apostolos Presiding

Holy Wednesday, April 12, 2017

9:00AM Pre-Sanctified Liturgy
6:30PM Service of Holy Unction

Holy Thursday, April 13, 2017
9:00AM Vesperal Liturgy of the Mystical Supper
6:30PM Matins of Holy Friday; 12 Passion Gospels

Holy Friday, April 14, 2017
10:00AM Decoration of the Funeral Bier
4:00PM Vespers of Holy Friday; Taking down from the Cross
6:30PM Matins of Holy Saturday; Lamentaions;
) Procession followed by All-Night Vigil Reading the Psalter

Holy Saturday, April 15, 2017
10:00AM Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil; Blessing of dried fruit, bread and wine following
11:00PM Nocturnes
11:30PM Paschal Matins; Procession
12:30AM Divine Liturgy followed by Blessing of Pascha Baskets and Paschal Feast

Holy Week Schedule
The Holy Week Schedule is available in the Narthex, along with a booklet explaining the significance of the services during
Holy Week.

Bishop Apostolos to Visit
It will be our great joy to receive Bishop Apostolos, the Chancellor of our Metropolis on two occasions in the month of April.
The first will be on Holy Tuesday,4/11, for Bridegroom Matins. The second occasion will be the weekend of the 22nd - 23rd,
for the Feast of our Heavenly Patron, St. George.

Holy Friday Vigil
If you are interested in reading the Psalms during the All-night Vigil on Holy Friday there is sign up sheet with time slots
available in the Narthex.

Attention Servers & Choir
Servers and Choir Members need to arrive early for Tuesday's Bridegroom Matins to be prepared to greet Bishop
Apostolos. Try to get here by 6:00.

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to a
saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile.
Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.




