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CHRIST IS RISEN!
Beatitudes Discussion
After Liturgy this morning Fr. Jeffrey will offer the first in a series of talks on the writings of St. Nicholas Cabasilas, and St.
Gregory of Nyssa, on the Beatitudes ("Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven", etc...) The
Beatitudes are, in a sense, a summary of all of the attributes of those who put into practice the commandments of Christ. This
class will be very important for inquirers or catechumens to attend. And since we should all remain catechumens in heart
throughout our lives, all are strongly encouraged to attend as often as they can. Each talk will likely last 20 - 30 Minutes (this
includes time for questions), and will begin during coffee hour.

St. George Orthodox Church of Prescott
Sunday, May 21, 2017—Sunday of the Blind Man
Served by Fr. Jeffrey Frate
607 W GURLEY STREET, PRESCOTT, AZ 86305
928-777-8750 WWW.PRESCOTTORTHODOX.COM

The Epistle Reading is from Acts of the
Apostles 26:1, 12-20
IN THOSE DAYS, King Agrippa said to Paul, "You have
permission to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out
his hand and made his defense: "I journeyed to Damascus
with the authority and commission of the chief priests. At
midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who
journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to the
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It hurts
you to kick against the goads.' And I said, 'Who are you,
Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet; for I have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve
and bear witness to the things in which you have seen me
and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you
from the people and from the Gentiles-to whom I send you
to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.' "Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was
not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to
those at Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all
the country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God and perform deeds worthy of
their repentance."

Gospel Reading is from John 9:1-38

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to a
saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile.
Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia ,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from
his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus
answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents,
but that the works of God might be made manifest in him.
We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day;
night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat
on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the
man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the
man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others
said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They
said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He
answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went
and washed and received my sight." They said to him,
"Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put
clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the
Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is
a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them.
So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is
a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he
was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents
said, "He is of age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that
this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner,
I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind,
now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told
you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?"
And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel!
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened
my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens
to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered
him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?"
And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?"
Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": and he worshiped
him.

PRAYER LIST
Kathy, Mary, Dan and Marcia Hill, Valentina Thommen, Fr. Makarios Mwaura and family (Kenya), Amber Brogger &
children, Elena Cook, Walt Thayer, Vera Timotijevic, John Walendziak , Cynthia DeLeone, Roman Benyk, Karen
Clark, Vadim, Kristina, Rochelle and Wayne Pedersen, Lisa, Mark and Jeannie Panos, Presvy Jenny Nicolaou Newlin,
Maria Carolina, Bill Kountanis, Michele and McKenzie, Barbara Wright and John Vlahakis.
For our sons and daughters serving in the U.S. Armed Forces; Jordan Verespe, Don (Spyridon) Hock, Col. Stephen
Close, Matthew Bricker, Matt Meyers, Joseph Peck, Brittany Rushing and Aeden Rushing.
And for the departed Rt. Rev. Archimandrite Gabriel Cooke, may his memory be eternal.
And the departed Helen Wells, Bob (Timothy) Hunt, John Tupy, Kayla Mueller, Khrystyna Gavryushenko and the
newly departed Kathy Hunt.
As members of an Orthodox Christian family, we are called upon to pray for each other.
If you would like us to remember you or your loved one in our prayers, please contact the church office at
928-777-8750 or e-mail the name of your loved one to jillnormandin@gmail.com

For our Visitors this morning!
If this is your first visit to an Orthodox Christian liturgy we welcome you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ! The Eastern Orthodox Church traces her lineage back to the Day of Pentecost, the birth of the New Testament
Church. We are liturgical in worship, using the liturgies developed in the fourth century and attributed to St. John
Chrysostom, and St. Basil the Great, also, the Pre-Sanctified Liturgy attributed to St. Gregory Dialogos, Pope of Rome.
Liturgy literally means, "work of the people", and it seems these services are attributed to these three saints because
they were in every sense of the word champions of the people, caring for their flocks with true wisdom and discernment,
and not afraid to suffer on their behalf, and on behalf of the truth. We are the “Church of the Bible” since it was in the
bosom of the Church that the New Testament developed and was given birth. We are hierarchical in structure, visibly
witnessing to, and manifesting, the reality that the grace of God flows from our one great High Priest and Hierarch,
Jesus Christ, through the communion of hierarchs throughout the world to the entire body of the faithful, even to the
smallest child. The apex of our worship experience is to commune with God in the Body and Blood of Christ. He
Himself taught in the Gospel of St. John, "I am the living bread which came down from heaven; if anyone eats of this
bread he will live forever; and the bread which I shall give for the life of the world is my flesh...For my flesh is food
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed." (Jn 6:51,55) In light of this, the Divine Liturgy of the Orthodox Church is
essentially Eucharistic, meaning it is offered in thanksgiving to the One Triune God who continuously sends down the
Holy Spirit upon us and the bread and wine that we offer, making these humble things, for us the unworthy, the
precious Body and Blood of Christ. Please note that Holy Communion is reserved for those Orthodox Christians
who have prepared themselves with prayer and fasting to receive the Holy Mysteries. We do invite you to receive
the blessed bread (antidoron) which is offered to all after the dismissal, and please do join us at the conclusion of the
Divine Service for our fellowship meal in the hall next door. May the Lord richly bless your worship with us in this
morning’s Divine Liturgy!
RESURRECTIONAL APOLYTIKION IN TONE FIVE
Let us believers praise and worship the Word; coeternal with the Father and the Spirit, born of the Virgin for our salvation.
For, He took pleasure in ascending the Cross in the flesh to suffer death; and to raise the dead by His glorious
Resurrection.
APOLYTIKION OF SS. CONSTANTINE AND HELEN IN TONE EIGHT
Having seen the image of Thy Cross in Heaven, and, like Paul, having received the call not from men, Thine apostle
among kings, Constantine, entrusted the commonwealth to Thy hand, O Lord. Keep us always in peace, by the
intercessions of the Theotokos, O only Friend of man.
APOLYTIKION OF ST. GEORGE
Liberator of captives, defender of the poor, physician of the sick, and champion of kings, O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr
George, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
KONTAKION OF PASCHA IN TONE FOUR
Though Thou didst descend into the grave, O Immortal One, yet didst Thou destroy the power of Hades, and dist arise as
Victor, O Christ God, calling to the Myrrhbearing Women, Rejoice, and giving peace to Thine Apostles, O Thou Who dost
grant Resurrection to the fallen.

Sunday of the Blind Man (May 21)
The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath,
when, while walking in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned
in today's Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's
womb, that is, he had been born without eyes (see Saint John
Chrysostom, Homily LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus, Against
Heresies, Book V:15; and the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the
Great). When the disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher,
"Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?"
They asked this because when the Lord had healed the paralytic
at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness
was caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his
being born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this was for
the glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and
made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man
and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which
means "sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the
inhabitants for its waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the
city and collected in a large pool called "the Pool of Siloam."
Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he
might wash his eyes, which had been anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power, but that
the faith and obedience of the one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become more
remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for doubt. Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words,
obeyed His command, went and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing.
This was the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man healed of his blindness himself testified,
"Since time began, never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind," although the
Lord had already healed the blind eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even doubted that he was
the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of
Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have caused that even this
man should not have died?" Saint John Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant exposition of our Lord's
meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and the miracle of the blind man in his
commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John.
Symeon the Stylite of the Mountain (May 24)
Saint Symeon, the "New Stylite," was born in Antioch; John his father was
from Edessa, and Martha his mother was from Antioch. From his childhood
he was under the special guidance of Saint John the Baptist and adopted an
extremely ascetical way of life. He became a monk as a young man, and
after living in the monastery for a while he ascended upon a pillar, and abode
upon it for eighteen years. Then he came to Wondrous Mountain, and lived
in a dry and rocky place, where after ten years he mounted another pillar,
upon which he lived in great hardship for forty-five years, working many
miracles and being counted worthy of divine revelations. He reposed in 595,
at the age of eighty-five years, seventy-nine of which he had passed in
asceticism.
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Sunday of the Blind Man (May 21)
The Lord Jesus was coming from the Temple on the Sabbath,
when, while walking in the way, He saw the blind man mentioned
in today's Gospel. This man had been born thus from his mother's
womb, that is, he had been born without eyes (see Saint John
Chrysostom, Homily LVI on Matthew; Saint Irenaeus, Against
Heresies, Book V:15; and the second Exorcism of Saint Basil the
Great). When the disciples saw this, they asked their Teacher,
"Who did sin, this man, or his parents, that he was born blind?"
They asked this because when the Lord had healed the paralytic
at the Sheep's Pool, He had told him, "Sin no more, lest a worse
thing come unto thee" (John 5:14); so they wondered, if sickness
was caused by sin, what sin could have been the cause of his
being born without eyes. But the Lord answered that this was for
the glory of God. Then the God-man spat on the ground and
made clay with the spittle. He anointed the eyes of the blind man
and said to him, "Go, wash in the Pool of Siloam." Siloam (which
means "sent") was a well-known spring in Jerusalem used by the
inhabitants for its waters, which flowed to the eastern side of the
city and collected in a large pool called "the Pool of Siloam."
Therefore, the Saviour sent the blind man to this pool that he
might wash his eyes, which had been anointed with the clay-not that the pool's water had such power, but that
the faith and obedience of the one sent might be made manifest, and that the miracle might become more
remarkable and known to all, and leave no room for doubt. Thus, the blind man believed in Jesus' words,
obeyed His command, went and washed himself, and returned, no longer blind, but having eyes and seeing.
This was the greatest miracle that our Lord had yet worked; as the man healed of his blindness himself testified,
"Since time began, never was it heard that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind," although the
Lord had already healed the blind eyes of many. Because he now had eyes, some even doubted that he was
the same person (John 9:8-9); and it was still lively in their remembrance when Christ came to the tomb of
Lazarus, for they said, "Could not this man, who opened the eyes of the blind man, have caused that even this
man should not have died?" Saint John Chrysostom gives a thorough and brilliant exposition of our Lord's
meeting with the woman of Samaria, the healing of the paralytic, and the miracle of the blind man in his
commentaries on the Gospel of Saint John.
Symeon the Stylite of the Mountain (May 24)
Saint Symeon, the "New Stylite," was born in Antioch; John his father was
from Edessa, and Martha his mother was from Antioch. From his childhood
he was under the special guidance of Saint John the Baptist and adopted an
extremely ascetical way of life. He became a monk as a young man, and
after living in the monastery for a while he ascended upon a pillar, and abode
upon it for eighteen years. Then he came to Wondrous Mountain, and lived
in a dry and rocky place, where after ten years he mounted another pillar,
upon which he lived in great hardship for forty-five years, working many
miracles and being counted worthy of divine revelations. He reposed in 595,
at the age of eighty-five years, seventy-nine of which he had passed in
asceticism.
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The Epistle Reading is from Acts of the
Apostles 26:1, 12-20
IN THOSE DAYS, King Agrippa said to Paul, "You have
permission to speak for yourself." Then Paul stretched out
his hand and made his defense: "I journeyed to Damascus
with the authority and commission of the chief priests. At
midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven,
brighter than the sun, shining round me and those who
journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to the
ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew
language, 'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me? It hurts
you to kick against the goads.' And I said, 'Who are you,
Lord?' And the Lord said, 'I am Jesus whom you are
persecuting. But rise and stand upon your feet; for I have
appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you to serve
and bear witness to the things in which you have seen me
and to those in which I will appear to you, delivering you
from the people and from the Gentiles-to whom I send you
to open their eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are
sanctified by faith in me.' "Wherefore, O King Agrippa, I was
not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to
those at Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all
the country of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God and perform deeds worthy of
their repentance."

Gospel Reading is from John 9:1-38

Prayer for Evangelism in Ourselves and in Our Community
God of truth and love: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, Hear our prayer for those who do not know You. That they may come to a
saving knowledge of the truth, and that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of the world. Sustain, inspire, and
enlighten Your servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still fragile.
Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves and in the Church, and raise up new missionaries who will follow You to the
ends of the world. Make us witnesses to Your goodness full of love, full of strength, and full of faith for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of all the missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us. Amen.

If you have bulletin announcements, please contact Jill Normandin by Thursday to have your announcement included in the
Sunday bulletin. Email jillnormandin@gmail.com or call 928-533-3977 (email is preferable so no details are missed).
St. George Parish Council: Gina Clark, President, George Rizk, Vice President, Kally Key, Treasurer, Lauretta Gioia ,
Secretary and Council Members, Ty Freedman, Matt Maxwell, Kenny Scott, Robert Smith, and Raymond Zogob.

At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from
his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus
answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents,
but that the works of God might be made manifest in him.
We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day;
night comes, when no one can work. As long as I am in the
world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat
on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the
man's eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the
pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and
washed and came back seeing. The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the
man who used to sit and beg?" Some said, "It is he"; others
said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They
said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" He
answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went
and washed and received my sight." They said to him,
"Where is he?" He said, "I do not know."

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly
been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him
how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put
clay on my eyes and I washed, and I see." Some of the
Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not
keep the sabbath." But others said, "How can a man who is
a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them.
So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say
about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is
a prophet."
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had
received his sight, until they called the parents of the man
who had received his sight, and asked them, "Is this your
son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?" His parents answered, "We know that this is our son,
and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not
know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is
of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this
because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already
agreed that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he
was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents
said, "He is of age, ask him."
So for the second time they called the man who had been
blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that
this man is a sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner,
I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind,
now I see." They said to him, "What did he do to you? How
did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told
you already and you would not listen. Why do you want to
hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?"
And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to
Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he
comes from." The man answered, "Why, this is a marvel!
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened
my eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if
anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens
to him. Never since the world began has it been heard that
anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man
were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered
him, "You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?"
And they cast him out.
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found
him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He
answered, "And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?"
Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who
speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": and he worshiped
him.

