On Building and Being Built
You are fellow citizens with the saints, and members of God's household, being built on the foundation of the apostles
and prophets. Jesus Christ himself is the chief cornerstone, in whom the whole building, fitted together, grows into a
holy sanctuary in the Lord. In him, you too are built up into a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. - Ephesians 2:19-22
Dear brothers and sisters,
Some very important things have happened in the past several months that greatly affect the future of our parish.
Years ago (as most of you, I am sure, are aware) a pious family of our parish donated land to our community in thanksgiving to God for His great wonders. This was a tremendously generous and welcome gift to a small, yet growing community.
However, as years passed and the parish council continued to examine the feasibility of building on the land, they continued to discover more and more challenges. The uneven condition of the land and large deposits of granite would
make it very difficult to prep for a building such as a church that has a very large footprint and requires a large parking
area. Also, as we had more conversations with contractors and developers we were informed that we could expect rather exorbitant costs from the city in order to have access
to the utilities needed for a commercial building. And it was quite possible that the city
would require us to actually develop an entire stretch of road immediately adjacent to
our property if we were going to build. Furthermore, a church built on the parcel itself,
on a quiet street nestled in a quiet neighborhood, would likely never be seen by anyone
but the immediate neighbors.
Earlier this year, as the parish council continued to wrestle with these issues in conversation with local contractors, an architect, and local developers, Kally Key happened to
discover a piece of land for sale on Rosser St. that was larger, flatter, and had better visibility. The listing agent, providentially, was another of our parishioners, Rehab Boswell.
Another church had owned the property for many years, but as they desperately needed
money to repair their current facilities, and as it had become apparent that they would probably never build on the land,
they decided to put it on the market.
Very quickly, thanks to the original donors giving their blessing, our parishioners’ efforts, as well as their generosity in
donating their time and professional expertise, we sold the old land and purchased the new parcel on Rosser, which is
nearly double the size of our previous parcel, all the while gaining $89,000 to put towards the building fund.
We, of course, want to extend heartfelt thanks to all those who made this purchase a reality. We thank the family who
donated the original 3-acre parcel of land on Estrella Court for their generosity and support in selling that parcel in order to purchase the 6-acre parcel on E. Rosser Street. We thank Kally Key for the work she did in locating the property
on E. Rosser and in managing the sale and purchase of both parcels of land. Rehab Boswell generously donated her
time, acting as our agent for both transactions. Raymond Zogob acted as an advisor and led the due diligence work on
the E. Rosser land.
Continued next page ...

1

The Lord Has Opened a Door for Us
In recent years we had only encountered more and more obstacles with regard
to the previously held land on Green Lane. Yet we seem to have, by God’s
grace, overcome many of them in the purchase of the parcel on Rosser. A door
has been opened and many obstacles removed. Certainly, we ought to step
through it boldly, firmly trusting in God, with faith, praying all the while and
submitting ourselves in heart and mind to the will of God.

In stepping through this door we must remember that we, as the Body of
Christ, “...are [the] workmanship [of God], created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared in advance so that we should walk in them.” (Eph.
2:10) We must remember that we are God’s “co-workers” (1 Cor. 3:9) in building on the foundation of faith.
If we are to cross this threshold, if we are inspired to pursue the good work of
erecting the first Orthodox Temple in Prescott, Arizona (indeed the first one in
all of Northern Arizona!) let us keep ever in mind that the building itself is only
one expression, or one means, of tangibly expressing our undying thanksgiving
for the great gift of salvation, of new and eternal life in Jesus Christ.

This is holy work that requires us to proceed with devotion to God, with a desire
to worship in the beauty of holiness, to be continually, communally, in the presence of the Lord, transformed by his glory (2 Cor. 3:18) and proclaiming the Gospel to those around us.
If we would build, then let us be built up as the household of faith on the foundation of the apostles and the prophets, with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone of our parish life. You, brothers and sisters, yourselves, gathered in worship, are called a dwelling place of God in the Spirit, and you are not only called,
but made into that dwelling place by the good grace of God. So let it be your everrising zeal for the Kingdom of God that raises the frame of the building around
you as a visible testimony to your being the household of faith.
Are we on the way in this regard? May the Lord help us and grant us wisdom and
grace! The signs that we are on the way to becoming a true dwelling place of God
on earth are somewhat outlined in St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. On this path,
those who walk it “walk with complete lowliness and humility, with patience,
bearing with one another in love; being eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace.” (Eph. 4:2)
He continues further on to speak of how as each believer is given a certain aspect of ministry in edifying others within
the Body of Christ there is a continuous movement towards ever greater unity in Christ, “from [whom] the whole body,
being fitted and knit together by what every joint supplies, and according to the participation of each part, grows and
builds itself in love.” (Eph. 4:16)
In the Church, the household of God, we are given to know that the depth and breadth of Christ’s love for us is utterly
“beyond knowledge,” (Eph. 3:19) and yet we strive to tangibly express our thanksgiving for it, and to make it visible to
the world around us, in beauty, to the extent that we can. Let any pursuit of building be ultimately for the proclamation
of the truth of the Gospel, an expression of the beauty of holiness, and the goodness of our true communion in Christ
Jesus our Lord!
Continued next page ...
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Some Practical Steps in the Coming Months
1) As I have mentioned elsewhere, we are forming a building committee to address the plans for our current facility as
well as the needs for moving forward with building on Rosser St.
2) Another step will be the regular gathering of the community for updates on any progress towards our goals, and
communication of any plans for moving forward. This will likely take the form of regular updates during fellowship
hour following Divine Liturgy.
3) Finally, we will also engage in a strategic development process. At our most recent general assembly I spoke of the
need for us to focus on assessing our parish’s health and seeking to improve it. Currently we are planning to participate in the Orthodox Natural Church Development program which has been utilized by many other Orthodox communities throughout the United States to good effect. The process is a continual one and involves regularly surveying the community for 8 aspects of parish health, and then addressing one aspect where the parish is most lacking,
followed by others.
As you can see, the next several years will require a persistent and multifaceted effort on our part. In the midst of all of
this we need to pay special attention not to lose sight of the essential aims of Orthodox parish life. We exist in order to
live as Eucharistic beings in a Eucharistic community, to sanctify the faithful and to proclaim the Gospel to the entire
creation.
If we want to build, then we simultaneously must seek to be built up as the household of God, and this only comes by
continual repentance, both personally and corporately, seeking to uproot our personal addictions of soul, as well as any
institutional ones, to strengthen what is weak, and to further augment what is strong in Christ.

With love and appreciation in Christ,
Fr. Jeffrey

A Note from Gina
Dear Friends,
For the past five years I’ve had the pleasure of serving on the St. George Parish Council,
most recently as President. I resigned my position on the board in September as a result
of having moved to Scottsdale. The transition has been bittersweet for me.
When I first visited St. George in 2008, I was warmly greeted by Raymond Zogob and
Kally Key. Their smiles and fellowship made all the difference to someone new in town.
Having grown up in a traditional Greek Orthodox Church, St. George was a little different
for me. What amazed me was how vibrant the community felt, how beautiful it was to see
so many children and how different the service was. As a result, I learned new traditions
from the Russian and Antiochian Churches that in the end made my church experience
richer.
I have loved being a part of St. George for so many reasons. First, we have a wonderful priest. Fr. Jeffrey’s knowledge
of the faith, his commitment to our liturgical life and his compassion set him apart. Second, we have all of you, people
who are committed to Orthodoxy and to each other. I made many friends at St. George that I will have for the rest of
my life. We also have so many special, committed families that set an example for all of us.
There were frustrations, some which continue to challenge me. Like many churches we have a small number of dedicated people doing more than their fair share. We’ve tried a number of things to change this and we have heard many
excuses. Too busy, too tired, family commitments, burned out from service at my last church, happy to help but don’t
want to be in charge and so on. To continue to thrive as a growing church we need more of you to offer your time and
talent. It’s tough to commit, but ask yourself what is more important than God?
While this may seem like a goodbye letter from me it is far from that. I continue to work on projects for the church and
from time to time I will see you at St. George. Renew your faith in God every day and perform small acts of kindness
whenever you can. Support St. George with your time, talent, and treasure. Love one another, for that is the very essence of being Orthodox.
In Christ,
Gina Clark
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Parish Council Update
As St. George continues to change and grow, so too does our church council. We have been blessed to have Gina Clark as our Council President for 5
years and now it's time to pass the torch. As you may know, Gina and her
husband John have moved to the valley and will be attending Assumption
Greek Orthodox Church.
Gina has made so many significant contributions to the health and growth of
our church, it's too much to list them all. However, it's important to note that
Gina was instrumental in organizing the council and helping us make progress in the following areas: strategic plan, stewardship, grant leader, design
and completion of the backyard play area, coach for the Priest and Council,
and so much more. Gina will be sorely missed, and we'll do our best to include her in future events, including the Gyro Booth!
We are equally blessed to have Dr. Rizk step in as Council President starting
October 1st to help guide and lead our Council and Church in the critical projects that lie ahead including the new capital campaign, church growth, new
Rosser church design ideas, and new ministry initiatives.
~Kally Key

GYRO BOOTH
We upgraded our Gyro booth equipment and processes. We are so grateful to Ellen & John Winn for all their efforts in identifying and purchasing
new booth equipment, establishing an organized booth set up, developing
training classes, establishing new crew schedules with 3-hour shifts, and
so much more.
Also, Ellen & John, cleaned out the backyard storage area and either donated or sold unnecessary equipment and items. They cleaned and
scrubbed the ice chests, pans, utensils, etc. so everything was in good condition for the Labor Day Weekend event. We could not have completed
all these tasks in time for September, if it were not for the Winn's. Thank
you and many blessings!

~Kally Key
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The Brotherhood of St. George Orthodox Church
The Brotherhood of St. George Orthodox Church had an inaugural cookout barbecue gathering on Sunday, October 20th
at the home of John & Ellen Winn. The purpose of this informal gathering was to allow the men of the parish to get to
know each other better and engage in discussions as we kick off the formation of the Brotherhood of St. George.
The following is the St. George Ministry Mission Statement:
The main purpose of the Brotherhood ministry is to involve our men in Christian fellowship, to equip men to become
Christ-centered and service minded, while meeting the physical needs of our church, community, and special mission
activities or initiatives. As men of our Brotherhood, we encourage and support each spiritually and emotionally as we
strive to be the best Christian men, husbands, fathers, and grandfathers that we can.
The men of the Brotherhood will want to join with the women of the Sisterhood in future gatherings.
~John Winn

The Sisterhood of St. George Orthodox Church
This year starts off with our Fall Fling on Saturday, October 26 at
the Fellowship Hall. Lunch will be served followed by a brief but
informative meeting of upcoming events and topped off with an
exciting game of Bunco! All women of St. George are invited to join
us, and if you have a friend please feel free to bring her.
The year will bring informative & exciting meetings, events, charitable projects, family nights, and so much more. With the newly
formed Brotherhood Ministry, we look forward to working together
and sharing responsibilities, ideas and above all friendship. This
can only happen when people join in and participate. We welcome
all of our new parishioners and look forward to getting to know
you.
By working hand-in-hand, our bonds become stronger, our faith is shared, and we can continue to participate in our
valuable outreach programs. As a parish we grow larger, stronger, and enhance and achieve our goals in ways that
embolden us to do more! Your ideas and suggestions are always welcomed and encouraged.
If you have any questions or just need information, please contact Ellen Winn at (760)703-2658 or
ewinn78@gmail.com. We look forward to working with you in every way.
~Ellen Winn
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Mucking the Barn…. A Parable of True Stewardship and What We Sometimes Miss
A rather late developing and undersized teen was given the opportunity to train to be a jockey. There is nothing more
thrillingly dangerous than learning how to stay on a speeding horse as it races around the bend.
Years later, really too old and about 30 pounds too heavy to live out this dream, he was hoping to get a job exercising
horses for the ranchers in Williamson Valley.
A wise woman, who herself had owned a small ranch in Southern California, told him that in order to get a rancher to let
you ride their horses, you have to first prove yourself by spending time mucking the barn.

What does this have to do with stewardship?
Giving, if it is to be blessed, must be sacrificial. The highest form of love is Christ’s sacrificial “agape.” Love is sacrifice,
and JOY is spelled J-O-Y…Jesus first, others second, yourself last. It’s only through sacrifice that we achieve the richness
of our faith and a taste of the kingdom of heaven on earth.
A great Orthodox example of sacrificial humility occurred in the life of one of our more recent Saints, Nektarios, Bishop
of Pentapolis, who fell asleep in the Lord in 1920. Every Orthodox Christian should read the edifying book of his life
written by Sotos Chondropoulos called “The Saint of Our Century.”
Beloved by his flock for his deep faith and humility, St. Nektarios was a victim of slander and jealousy amongst other
clerics who felt threatened as they spread vicious and unfounded lies about the sweet and gentle Bishop. Stripped of his
bishopric, he was relegated by the hierarchy to become a headmaster at a poor seminary in Athens.

A great story concerning his humility and grace occurred one night as he had to use the bathroom at the seminary. The
facilities looked worse than the Augean Stables in Greek mythology. The floor and toilets had not been cleaned for
weeks. A couple of students who bravely went into the restroom in the small hours of the morning were shocked to see
their headmaster, the former Bishop of Cairo, on his hands and knees, scrubbing the toilets. This example of true humble servanthood left an indelible impression on the seminarians, and the bathroom from that time on was always sparklingly clean.
Thus by mucking the barn—or in the case of St. Nektarios by cleaning the toilets—or in our own community by sacrificing time and effort at the Gyro Booth, or cleaning the church and its grounds, we manifest what really matters through
humble service, and we move forward as a community of love and fellowship. This leads to true stewardship of the faith
so graciously and loving given to us by Christ and the countless saints and martyrs of times past and present. God is testing us….
Blessings,
George Moshen

Coming Soon...
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